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ROBERT D. GUNN—Biographical Sketch

Robert D. Gunn was born
March 6, 1925 in St. Paul,
Minnesota. He received his
degree in geology in 1949
from the University of Min-
nesota. Following gradua-
tion, he was employed as
an exploration geologist
by the Texas Company in
Wichita Falls, Texas. In
1953 he became a consul-
tant, working sepcifically
on wellsite supervision, re-
serve estimates and evalu-
ation of oil and gas projects
in and around Wichita
Falls. In 1958 Mr. Gunn became an independent explora-
tionist, concentrating his efforts primarily in the Palo Duro
Basin of West Texas.

Mr. Gunn has published numerous professional papers
dealing with sedimentology, primarily in the Palo Duro and
Fort Worth Basin areas. He is a member of the American
Association of Petroleum Geologists, a Certified Petroleum
Geologist, the Association of Professional Geological
Scientists, the Society of Economic Paleontologists and Min-
eralogists, and is the President of the North Texas Geological
Society. Mr. Gunn is now serving the American Association
of Petroleum Geologists as President for the year 1978-79.

ALTERNATE ENERGY SOURCES (Abstract)

Petroleum will become scarce, not because of geologi-
cal limitation, but because of political and environmental
constraints. While the political constraints will probably con-
tinue to apply, our valuable domestic petroleum must in the
long run be used only for transport and chemicals. That
means that other energy needs must be supplied primarily by
uranium and coal.

It is our social responsibility to logically advise the Amer-
ican public as to our alternatives. Nuclear power is obviously
our ultimate energy source, but the major obstacle to public
support of nuclear energy is a doubtaboutits safety. Thisisa
result of rather devious, environmentalistic propaganda and
lies. When it comes to neutrons, isotopes, plutonium and fis-
sfon products, the public has a fear of the unknown and it is
easy to place absurd associations between nuclear bombs
and nuclear power in their minds.

Nuclear energy is the safest—not just in some aspects
but in all and every aspect including terrorism, sabotage and
certainly including power plant operation, accidents and
waste disposal.

Per unit consumed of energy, the hazards to human lives
are morethan 100 times greater for electricity generated from
coal than from nuclear energy. The risks of accidents are
incomparably greater for fossil fuels than for nuclear power.

Environmentalists acting through the courts have donea
great deal to slow down both our nuclear and our coal exploi-
tation. Due process has tended to serve those who benefit
most from delay and not the consumer who will benefit from
fast action.
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These people and the public must be made to know that
the earth is not static, but the geological processes continu-
ally alter its interior and its exterior. They must be aware that
the world society could not function without minerals—
minerals that must be judiciously searched for and found by
geologists.

In the United States today, we are facing our problems
with pessimism. The static mentality resulting from corpo-
rate and federal bureaucratization and over regulation per-
ceives that our resources are running out—that our
technology is perverse—that we are living with entropy and
decay.

The only unlimited resources we possess in this country
is the one that can release us from all others. Itis the imagina-
tion and creativity of free men.



