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WILLIAM E. MERO-Biographical Sketch 

U. 
Willlam E. Mero, cur- 

rently DivisEon Geologbtfa 
Chevron USA, (Alaska Di- 
visien).has been with Chev- 
ron since 1962. He worked 
as an Exploration Geologist 
andQeophysical Interpreter 
of tha8snw Barbara Chan- 
nel-Onshore Caliirnia until' 
1871 in LaHabra, Celifpfnia. 
He headed the geochemical 
andgeophysical program for 
geothermal ,exploration in  
the weiaarn Unitad States 
until l977in San Franoiseo, 
Califofnta. Mr. Mero was 

Prolwt CDordinator f.orexp1oratio.n of off8horaCaliiornia and 
Aleskafrom 1977-1 986 ir4 S m  Francisco. 

Mr. Mero rewived hisAB in Geoloay from th.eLlniversity 
o f  California at Same Barbara in 1960. Ha.w.ceiaed his MA i n  
Gao lo~ l  from the University of Wlifornia at Berkeleyin i 9 6 2  
He is a member cjf the,A.A.P.G. and the Ametioan Assoclatton 
for the Adveneemerit of Science,. 

Inaddition to thePoins Arguellodiscovery, Mr. Mero also 
wan an interpreter for.Chsllron on the Ssuth Salt lake, East 
Beverly Hills (Lon Ang#es Basinb SBWte (Santa Barbara 
Channel), d Rocky Point tOffshore Santa, Maria Basin) 
discoveriea He is Eurremly prewmitig his talk on the Point 
Alguello. FitY m a Distinguished Lecturer on the 1986-86 
A.&P.G. Di*inguished W u r e  Tour. 

POINT ARGUELLO FIELD - HISTORY AND 
'-dE0LM;Y OF A GIANT OIL DISCOVERY 
me Point Arguello f ~ m  is a giant field with wer 300 

million bbls of raeoverable oil. The biogenic. fractured 
Momerey Formation f~rmstheprimarysourceand iesenmir tn 
this.major offshoreCalifornis diacovery.The trap isa complex, 
anaelinal structure and diffiffiuk to delineete seismic#ly at 
deNh. As in ohen the cssa the original exploration con* 
d i h s  from the final discovery. Chevron's structural and 
sfratigraphic ronceptshsvachangedfmm the early daystothe 
present 

The Poinr Argneilo struuure extends across a thick 
Miocene depocenter. 4 low influn d terrestrfel daatics. 
general reducing conditions. high organic produativii, rapid 
burial, and a high heat flow created an extruordlnarily pro- 
ductive oil generating depocantar.Today,thissmall,subl)asinis 
ringed by announced and unannounced oil aecumuistions. 
Recognition ef thls " d i n g  pot" concept was e fauor -in 
Chevron's bidding strategy for OCS Federal -,Sale 63. 

In addition, .early silica dlaganesie of the diatom-rlch 
Monterey within this small subbaain created an m a d i v e  
Monterey resenmir. By 1'970 Chevron and others .tn the 
industry were aware of silica phases and their impoMnoe in 
venting acommercial frauured reservoir. By the end of the 
decade. university research seemed to confirm these earlier 
obQervations.However. based'on field measurements, aoms 
silica phasa-fracture relationstiips have recently been 
qusotioned. 

A grant eccumulatlon formed under a rara combination of. 
favorable clrcumstanw. Eight wells have delineated two 
major oil pools whose gravity ranges fmm'l1 *to aOAPI. The 
primary reservoir is'tha middle and qpper Miocene f~clured 
chwrts, porcelanites, and dolostones. The open-fracture sys- 
tem.forms around t..Oand 2$% of the reserkk wluwe. 

Three production plaxforms may be in pleeeby the end of' 
1966. Csreful planning is necessary to ensure a timely 
development in .an environmentally sensitive m e .  


