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Rick Railshack ic an - . - - - - - - .- - - - - - - . . 
independent geologist bas- 
ed in Corpus Christi. Texas. 
He iacumntly prospecting 
in the Frio-Vicksburg 
trends along the South 
Texas coastal olain and in 

4 
Southwest Texk  

Rick received his 
Bachelor3 degree in geol- 
ogy in 1974 from the Uni- 
versity of Texas 81 Austin. 
In 1976. hcgraduawd from 
TexasTech University with 

a Mastu's degree in geology with a minor in geophysics. 
Since graduation. Rick has worked as a geologist in South 
Texas for Sun Oil. Texas Oiland Gas, Inexco Oil. and Fargo 
Trading Company. With Sun and TXO, he worked as a 
production and development geologist. While with lnulco 
and FargoTrading, he worked inexploration withextensive 
emphasis on s&mic interpmation. Rick\ experience hes 
been cotwenlrated in theSouth Texas Frio. Vicksburg. and 
Cretawow trends, with minor emphasis on the Wtlcox and 
Miwne. He isanaclivemember ofAAPGandSPE,as well 
as the Corpus Chrirti Geological Society. 

EAST TAFT FIELD. 
SAN PAfRlCIO COUNTY. TEXAS 

-A SUBTLE STRATIGRAPHIC TRAP - 
The shallow Upper F r i ~  producing trend along the 

downthrown side of the Vicksburg flexure in the Lower 
Texas GullCoart is cerwinly aneofthe world's supermature 
provinces for oil and gas exploration. Current emphasis in 
exploration must be Tor the subtk trap. the discovery of 
which has b m  sclectcd against during the many years of 
intensiw exploration. East TaR Field is an excellent example 
of oncsuchsubtle trap. Ascratigraphicoilaccumula~ion ina 
barrier bar washover sand. East Taft has produced 2.32 
million barrels of oil from 33 wells completed in an average 
sf only 2.5 it (0.76 m) of net oil sand. Traps of this type are 
numerousallalong the trenddueto thenatureofthebarrier 
bar and sdjacentlagwnalenvlromncnb. These thps remain 
largely undiscovered as they arc never rpscifically explored 
for and arc often parsed over as no~ommercid when 
penetrated by web. The eeohomic potentid ofthese subtle 
t rap  isenormous. Explotation programs gearedspecificnlly 
coward finding thew reserves can be expected LO p r o w  an 
excellent Mum ouinveetment H o w e w , e ~ t i v e g c o l o ~ l  
tbinking a d  innovative enbneering practices will b; re- 
auimd to discover and dcvelo~ these fields arofitablv. For 
iheexplorationht who b will&todo thedet'ailedst&twal 
and stntigraphic analysis required to identify thew pros- 
pects. who understands the risks involved inexploration for 
these mps, and who Is willing to innovate. thew subtle 
stmtignphic mpa mly rqwsent a new frontier in an old 
producing province. 


