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James M. R i w  rece v 
... ed his R.S. dcsqrrv in Geo- 

logy in  1l)fiO. l rom the l l t u  
versity of Mi~ l rn i  wlierr I ~P  
attenclerl on 1 R O.T.C. 
scholarship Aitcr s ~ r v i n y  
four yr,?rs as an army 
cavalry officer. he returnerl 
to Miami arid received 111s 
P1i.L). in  1980 from the 

I, 
Rosens t i c l  S c h o o l  o l  
Marine and A tn i nq4 i~ r t c  
Sciences. Jim's d1ssrrt.1. 
tion researchdealt with the 
s r r l imen to l ogy  o f  t h ~  
Holoccne,muddvrnastline 

n r i a  . , i :~ i t : i  America. The resulting papvr IIL. Dr. 
Kin(, .mi I<. N ( ; i r~ i l~u rq  received the Journal t r i  Ser l~mm. 
tar? Petrolngv's Outstiindtny Paper Award in  1985. From 
1079 to 1WC11, .rim was a reseilrch setl~tnentolnq~st ,>I Ctl irs 
Srrvice's rr:srar-t!i center in Tulsa. From 1983 to 1986. l ie 
was n senior ~v.;c;~rcIi .ind d rv~ lopn ien t  geologist at N L  
Erco in  Houstrm. While CAI Erco. Dr. Rmr  conipleted 
r q i <ma l  and iii.lcl studies in the Gulf  o l  Suez and Westwn 
Desert ol E!ppt Dr. Kine resides in Houston and is 
current ly a <onsultant, spectalizing in clasttc sedi. 
mentology/petrology and an adjunct assistant research 
p r o f i ~ s w r  at t!ie Marine Sciences Research Center. SUNY 
at Stony Brook. Stony Rrook. N.Y. 

Dr.  Rine has lectured and pnblished on numerous 
geologic top l r i  which include: depositional env~ronnients 
and reservmr ch,~r;~cterization olsandstonesin the Gulf o f  
Suez. Egypt and in  rwst central A l h ~ r t a  (Cardium Sand. 
stone); Holoctvw depositional etivironments (iI sand ridgrs 
on thr conlrnr,nt;rl ihdi off New Jersey; and depositir~nal 
environrnen!~ and Holncene lithostratiyaphy of muddy 
sediments nn  the Guiana Coast of South Anierica. Jim is 
a l i i l ~ i ~ t ~ d  i u t ! i  nunieroos profess~onal organizat10n.i. 
treasurer for t l i i ,  (;ullCoast ScctionolSEPM and a memher 
of the SEPM Membership Committee. 

EVOLCITION O F  A MIOCENE F A N  DELTA - 
A GIANT  rill FIFl-r) IN I HE GUL.F UF SUEZ.. EGYPT 

Combinc,cl sodimentologic. biostratigraphic ,and p a l w -  
bathymrlr t r  srurltrs indicate that sandstones making up a 
giant oil lield in  the Gull o f  Suez ware deposiled asa seriesol 
oiiset tinglohes in  a lan.delta complex. Stratigraphic andnot 
structurd &rnfnts determined the placement of these 
lohes. a nwcli,mism which contrasts with tectonically 
oriented mcld~ls  t~roposed for other fan deltas (i.e. Hornelen 
Basin: Steel. 1'1%). 

The Gul i  o i  Suez fan delta was denosited dnrina the - 
early to mtddlr Miocene, within a clastic-rich sequence 
deposited hetween initial rifting of the Gu l l  of Suez and 
formation o f  middle to late Miocene evaporites. The Mio- 
cene clastic-rich sequence is divided into three formations, 
the Nukhul, the Rudeis and the Kareem, and into eight 
biostratigraph~c units. The fmdelta,describedin thisstudy. 

lormed during four t>io~lr,itigr;~pt~~c. t ~ n i t ~  ~n(-nmpassing 
most o i  the Upper Rudeis Formation ' l~tr l  the l C ~ w ~ i 1  
Formation. S a d  isolitli maps of four individual hiostrati. 
graphic ilruts rcvc+d t h d  this fan delta was deposited as a 
series of  olisetling lohes, emanating inm ii singlv location 
:In the p,ileoslioreline. Although Ivc tonwn p r t ta l l v  con- 
trollerl do~msitinn w~ th i n  the ian delta, palentopoqr~plirc 
highs c r ~ a t c d  by p recd ing  lo l vs  wvrp priniarv ronlrols on 
ivlicre subsequent l ~ + h r s  . ~ c c i ~ t n i ~ l . ~ t ~ ~ r I .  R ~ s e r l  on cores in  
thc I<;~rwrn Formation, the Ian d e l h  C O ~ S I S ~ ~  o i  SIXIW~. 
roarwliltl:l up r v~~ r i l  s r qwnc rs  that range in  thtikrivss i rum 
20 n i  I(> SO n1. Sc~litnrrrrologii iexr~re.: indicate rapid 
deposition i n  a sha!lou, m;mnrs scttltig. hlt(:r,>~>aIeot~t<>l<~gy 
tntlt<.ates the fan dd ta  w;ts clepustter! in  wstrr  dvptlis 
r;>~igitig lr'1111 niicldlv neritic to marginal niaririe ,)r contmwlr 
aI. Fati clelt,~ cleposilion ceased within the Iiareem For- 
mation, whvn ;I r~. l , t l~vv rise in  rrfa IWPI or  a cessatton o i  
seclinient input resulted i n  clrownlng ol the ian delta. 
Sand5tones i v~ lh ln  l lw  lari dclt,~ w w e  capped with shales 
and rvdporitcs. thus stsllcng lhr slag? lor creatton a i  a giant 
nil field, 


