
There is heightened interest in the process of desalination 

as a proposed drought-proof solution to address the issue 

of water scarcity with the ultimate goal of mitigating the harsh 

effects of drought that have affected the state of Texas since 2011. 

It is also important to note that the attraction of desalination 

goes beyond alleviating the effects of the drought. Several positive 

outcomes result from desalination: 1) ensuring water supply to 

industrial and public sectors, 2) avoiding restrictions on local 

and international economic activities due to unforeseen water 

scarcities, and 3) preventing overuse and depletion of the state’s 

natural water resources. 

Even more compelling is the fact that Texas has spearheaded 

several recommendations on seawater desalination as one of 

the primary water management strategies that would potentially 

result in 125,514 acre-feet per year of new water supply by 2060 

(Texas Water Development Board, 2012). Interest in the use 

of brackish groundwater as an alternative source of water for 

desalination also continues to grow as an alternative to the sole 

use of seawater. Another appealing aspect of the use of brackish 

groundwater is that its salt content is much less in comparison 

with seawater. This makes brackish groundwater more cost 

effective to desalinate than seawater. Nevertheless, other factors 

such as quantity, demand, economics, and environmental impacts 

must be considered prior to commencement of any desalination 

project regardless of water source. n
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around the world with industrial, oil and 

gas, and municipal clients. Prior to joining 

Water Standard, Mr. Choules served as vice 

president with Veolia Water Solutions and Technologies where he led 

the development and execution of multiple projects in the industrial 

and municipal markets. Prior to Veolia’s acquistion of Weir Techna, 

Mr. Choules was Techna’s regional vice president for the Americas 

when they contracted and constructed multiple water treatment 

projects for offshore oil and gas facilities. 
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  HGS Environmental & Engineering
Dinner Meeting 

Wednesday, Maarch 12, 2014
Black Lab Pub, Churchill Room • 4100 Montrose Blvd.

Social 5:30 p.m., Dinner 6:30 p.m.

Cost: $30 Preregistered members; $30 non-members/walk-ups

To guarantee a seat, pre-register on the HGS website & pre-pay by credit card. 
Pre-registration without payment will not be accepted. 
Walk-ups may pay at the door if extra seats are available.
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Desalination: A Drought Proof Solution for the State of 
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