
Horizontal/directional drilling (HDD) methods have 

been utilized in the environmental drilling industry for 

the installation of monitor and remediation systems. New 

refinements in drilling equipment, steering/locating technology 

and sampling tooling have given consultants, site owners and 

drillers the ability to use the technology to obtain soil samples 

using HDD technology.

The specific tooling technology includes a variety of soil samplers 

for use in multiple types of geologic conditions. The equipment is 

designed for use with small (less than 25,000 lb. capacity) drilling 

rigs which require a small surface operating footprint.

Benefits of the method include:

• Accessing areas under obstructions limiting or preventing

the use of vertical drilling equipment.

• Steerable drilling assembly allows for multiple samples

from one borehole or rig up location.

• Bore entry point can be located in areas where overlying

formations are not contaminated, eliminating the potential

for cross-contaminating vertical formations.

• Reduce crew risk by moving the drilling equipment from

hazardous locations; e.g., busy roadways, ponds and

manufacturing-operating units.

Several recent projects detailing the effectiveness of horizontal/

directional soil sampling operations will be examined, including 

sampling beneath a river, sampling beneath a waste storage 

lagoon, and sampling beneath a landfill. n
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 HGS Environmental & Engineering
Dinner Meeting 

Wednesday, September 9, 2015
Black Lab Pub, Churchill Room • 4100 Montrose Blvd. 
Social 5:30 p.m., Dinner 6:30 p.m.

Cost: $30 Preregistered members; $35 non-members/walk-ups

To guarantee a seat, pre-register on the HGS website & pre-pay by credit card.  
Pre-registration without payment will not be accepted.  
Walk-ups may pay at the door if extra seats are available.
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