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The Kula Geopark is situated in the Aegean Region of Turkey at Western Anatolia, within Manisa province, covering an area of 300 km2 . Kula 

is the youngest volcanic field in Turkey where Quaternary volcanism (1.1ma, 300ka and 10ka) prevailed up to prehistoric times.  

The outstanding volcanic structures of Kula Geopark area have been well known at least for 2000 years. The great ancient Greek Geographer 

Strabo (63BC–24AD) in his majestic book “Geographica” named Kula as “Katakekaumene” (fire-born) because of the coal black lava.  

Strabo (63BC–24AD) Geographica: …After this region one comes to the Catacecaumene country… The surface of the plains is covered with 

ashes, and the mountainous and rocky country is black, as though from conflagration… There are to be seen three pits, which are called 

Physse, or breathing holes… Above them lie rugged hills, which are reasonably supposed to have been heaped up by the hot masses blown 

forth from the Earth… 

Kula Geopark area is awarded by high geodiversity representing 200 million years of earth history including volcanic structures like spatter 

cones, maars, successive lava flow plains, lava caves and tubes, craters, basalt columns, dykes, 79 monogenic cinder cones al igned through a 

fissure as far as active karstic caves, badlands, fairy chimneys, mesa structures and schist tor topography. In addition to these outstanding 

geological heritages, Kula Geopark hosts 15,000 year old prehistoric human footprint fossils, which were conserved in the ash deposits.  

The Kula Geopark Project was initiated in 2011 by PhD Erdal Gumus. In September 2013 the Kula Geopark became the first Turkish member 

of the European and Global Geoparks Network.  

Kula Geopark offers indoor and outdoor-guided tours for tourists and regular geo-education programs for students via thematic geotrails and 

the Geopark Visitor Centre “Katakekaumene” which serves as a mini Geology Museum within the Kula town.  
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