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The Rockhound of York Redoubt: teaching old dogs new outreach tricks* 
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The AGS Video Committee has been active since the mid-1980s, helping to instruct, entertain, and enlighten geoscientists and interested 

lay people on all manner of topics related to Atlantic Canada geology. However despite past successes (e.g., Halifax Harbour video), 

recent technological and social changes in the way people find and digest information, dictate that the days of AGS producing high cost 

full-length productions on DVD have passed. The shifting media landscape became an opportunity to reach new audiences more easily, 

and so, rather than go extinct, the AGS Video Committee chose to focus on bite-sized, vignettes on geological themes and sites. One 

pilot for this new direction is the geology story at York Redoubt National Historic Site. This accessible and attractive location has been 

visited by Dalhousie field camp students and by teachers on EdGEO field trips, providing an opportunity for earth science newcomers to 

explore and map local bedrock geology in the context of the region’s cultural and military history. We wanted to tell this story succinctly, 

in an inviting and exciting way, and to educate viewers without being dry and stodgy. A committee was formed of members with various 

backgrounds: geology, video production, outreach, and, storytelling. Discussions centred on how to tell the geology story in the 

background of a human story with interesting characters. Enter Dusty, the Rockhound of York Redoubt; the perfect foil to the tiresome 

know-it-all geologist who persists in telling you what you’re looking at. This approach will hopefully help to make the topic more 

accessible and entertaining to the intended audience. With Dusty as the lead actor, a storyboard was assembled. Once on location, other 

challenges were faced. We share these challenges, and the satisfaction of producing a vignette, hoping to spur on others to produce 

their own. Most of all, we hope to inspire the young tech-savvy smartphone generation to create vignettes on topics and sites that are 

meaningful to them; and probably do it in one take!  
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