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The Quaternary is represented by two epochs of deposition, the Pleistocene and Re
cent. These deposits are characteristically fluviatile gravels, sands, silts, and clays; they 
border or fill alluvial valleys and were deposited during or subsequent to the Pleistocene 
glaciation. 

The outcrop patterns of the major rock divisions of the central Gulf Coastal Plain are 
illustrated by areal geologic maps and stratigraphic sections. The thickness and structural 
configuration of each division is shown by isopachous and structural contour maps. 
Representative electrical logs illustrate the electrical pattern of each rock division. 

6. STATUS OF MICROPALEONTOLOGY IN THE EASTERN GULF REGION, Henry V. Howe, 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

Since the paper by Finch in 1824, which initiated the study of the Cretaceous and 
Tertiary stratigraphy of the Eastern Gulf region, about 200 papers dealing with the micro-
fossils of Mississippi, Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, Florida, and South Carolina have 
appeared. Of these, at least 160 deal primarily with foraminifera, 21 with ostracodes, 11 
with bryozoans, and 4 with otoliths. In these papers nearly 700 species of foraminifera, 
150 species of ostracodes, 580 species of bryozoans, and 23 species of otoliths have been 
described as new from these states. Hundreds of other species whose type localities lie in 
other states or countries have been reported. The formations whose type localities have 
been reasonably thoroughly studied for their microfaunal content are indicated. Some 
suggestions of needed studies are made. The paper is accompanied by an annotated bibli
ography which lists the species which have been described as new from this region. 

7. GENERAL GEOLOGY AND OCCURRENCE OF OIL IN FLORIDA, E. D. Pressler, Humble 

Oil and Refining Company, Tampa, Florida. 

The eastern portion of the Gulf of Mexico Basin is divided into provinces on the basis 
of stratigraphy and subdivided further on the basis of its major structural features. The 
general area is considered to be a part of the Gulf of Mexico Sedimentary Basin. The 
Apalachicola Embayment of south Georgia and west Florida has a maximum sedimentary 
fill of approximately 15,000 feet of clastic sediments, the South Florida Embayment has a 
maximum fill of non-clastic sediments approaching 20,000 feet, and the area of the Great 
Bahama Bank is considered to be underlain by a section in excess of 10,000 feet. Anti
clines may be the most prevalent type of structure of both embayments, though faulting 
is probably present, and conditions are favorable for the formation of stratigraphic traps. 
Oil production has recently been developed from the Lower Cretaceous on the Florida 
segment of the South Florida Embayment, and additional drilling development is under 
way. Gravity and core drill are the most widely used methods of prospecting, and it is 
indicated that additional experimental work is necessary to develop proper seismograph 
technique. The Sunniland field, Collier County, Florida, has three producing wells that 
have produced a total of 80,000 barrels of 20 to 24 degree gravity asphalt-base oil. One 
rig is working in the field, and eight wildcat operations are active in Florida. 

8. N E W GEOLOGIC MAP OF TERTIARY FORMATIONS OF GEORGIA, F. Stearns MacNeil, 

Geological Survey, U. S. Department of the Interior, Dothan, Alabama. 

The new map of the Tertiary formations of Georgia is exhibited, with a brief discus
sion of the stratigraphy. 

9. THE FORMATION OF EVAPORITES UNDER MARINE EVAPORATION CONDITIONS, Paul 

Weaver, Gulf Oil Corporation, Houston, Texas. 

Sediments consisting principally of salt, anhydrite and gypsum, potash, and certain 
types of limestone and dolomite have a wide areal extent in certain stratigraphic units 
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and are as of persistent a character as many other sedimentary deposits. Depositions of 
these beds occurred in large bodies of water in an environment where evaporation exceeded 
precipitation and where the temperature and other climatic factors were so controlling 
that they impressed upon the beds special traits which have continued through subsequent 
geologic time, and a study of these depositions, therefore, enables us to deduce the paleo-
geography and paleo-climate by applying physical and chemical tests to the sediments. 

The primary purpose of this paper, therefore, is to show the combined use of physics, 
chemistry, and geology in the understanding of a particular environment, and to stimulate 
the geologist to the utilization of other scientific data to the better understanding of 
sedimentary processes. The paper begins with a discussion of the warming of a body of 
water by solar energy, and the change in evaporation with increase in salinity up to the 
point where water has been saturated as to one or more compounds, and then the order 
in which precipitation takes place as to different minerals. Actual sediments containing 
these precipitates are then discussed in order to show the time involved in their formation 
and the physiography and climate of the basin in which they were formed. The changes 
which take place in these sediments after burial and particularly the ones immediately 
following deposition, are discussed. 

The paper does not go into any detailed sections in any particular salt series, except 
what may be necessary to demonstrate some particular points, but from the general prin
ciples of this type of sedimentation it is believed that geologists, working in areas where 
there are sediments of this kind, will understand better the particular areas where they 
are making correlations by subdividing the sediments of this class. 

10. SUBSURFACE CORRELATIONS OF EAST TEXAS, NORTH LOUISIANA, SOUTH ARKANSAS, 

AND MISSISSIPPI, Roy T. Hazzard, Gulf Refinining Company, Shreveport, Louisiana. 

A series of cross sections is presented, correlating the Cretaceous beds of East Texas 
through North Louisiana and South Arkansas, into Mississippi. 

11. MESOZOIC IGNEOUS ROCKS OF THE NORTHERN GULF COASTAL PLAIN, C. L. Moody, 

The Ohio Oil Company, Shreveport, Louisiana. 

Study of the outcrop areas of igneous intrusions in the Texas, Arkansas, and Georgia 
portions of the Gulf Coastal Plain furnishes clues which simplify interpretation of igneous 
rocks found in deep well samples in the Mississippi Embayment. Many of the known 
centers of later Mesozoic igneous activity, both outcropping and buried, are apparently 
the sites of ancient volcanoes which furnished to the depositional basins significant 
amounts of pyroclastic debris now in part preserved in the early and middle Gulf Cre
taceous strata. Dikes transect the oldest known sedimentary rocks in the vicinity of the 
eruptive centers. The oldest igneous rocks of the Coastal Plain may bear a Triassic date; 
the youngest were emplaced in late Austin or early Taylor time. 

11. GEOLOGY OF WEST TEPETATE OIL FIELD, JEFFERSON DAVIS PARISH, LOUISIANA, 

Fred W. Bates and Jay B. Wharton, consulting geologists, Lafayette, Louisiana. 

The West Tepetate oil field, located in the Louisiana Gulf Coast area, was discovered 
by the Barnsdall Oil Company and Vincent and Welch in 1944. The presence of the struc
ture was first suggested in 1930 by torsion balance exploration conducted by Vincent and 
Welch and was subsequently disclosed by various seismograph surveys during 1941 to 
1944. The producing section lies below the Heterostegina zone in the Middle Miocene, and 
consists of nine oil- and gas-bearing sands ranging from 7,600 to 9,500 feet in depth. The 
structure is a gentle, irregularly elongate dome, believed to have been produced by the 
deep-seated intrusion of salt, though none has been encountered to date. There is about 
one hundred feet of effective closure at the producing levels. Only one fault has been 


