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on a good highway through Guadalajara, and San Luis Potosi, connecting with the Pan-American 
Highway at Antiguo Morelos. 

P A C I F I C S E C T I O N 25TII A N N U A L M E E T I N G , PASADENA, 
O C T O B E R 28-29, 1948 

The 25th annual meeting of the Pacific Section of the Association was again held at 
the Huntington Hotel , Pasadena, Claifornia,—this year on October 28 and 29. Concurrent 
sessions of the Pacific Section of the Society of Economic Paleontologists and the Pacific 
Coast Section of the Society of Exploration Geophysicists made this a representative and 
well a t tended joint convention of the technical oil-exploration groups on the Pacific 
Coast. The total registration numbered 668, including 409 A.A.P.G. members and 259 
guests (S.E.G. and S.E.P.M. members, and students) . The A.A.P.G. executive com
mittee was represented by president Paul Weaver of Houston, Texas, and vice-president 
Roy M. Barnes of Los Angeles, California. The annual luncheon, held on Thursday noon, 
was attended by 418 persons and the dinner-dance, on Friday night, was at tended by 
500 persons. 

OFFICERS OF PACIFIC SECTION 

President: W. P. Winhara Secy.-Treas.: Peter H. Gardett 
Vice-Pres.: Harvey W. Lee Past-Pres.: Martin Van Couvering 

San Joaquin Valley Representative: Alfred W. Vitt 

COMMITTEES 

Program: John E. Kilkenny, Russell R. Simonson, John D. Hale 
Arrangements: Fred E. Vandenberg, Jack W. Knight, Wallace L. Matjasic 
Publicity: Sam Stewart 

SECTION OFFICERS ELECTED FOR 1949 

President: Clifton W. Johnson, Richfield Oil Corporation, Los Angeles 
Vice-President: John E. Kilkenny, Chanslor-Canfield Midway Oil Company, Los Angeles 
Secretary-Treasurer: Harold E. Rader, Standard Oil Company of California, Los Angeles 

S.E.P.M. SECTION OFFICERS ELECTED FOR 1949 

President: Aden W. Hughes, Union Oil Company of California, Orcutt 
Secretary-Treasurer: Ursel S. Armstrong, Shell Oil Company, Inc., Long Beach 

S.E.G. SECTION OFFICERS ELECTED FOR 1949 

President: Robert C. Dunlap, Geophysical Service, Inc., Bakersfield 
Secretary-Treasurer: William D. Cortright, Tide Wrater Associated Oil Company, Bakersfield 

ABSTRACTS 

1. Geology of Santa Cruz Island, William Rand, Union Oil Company, Santa Barbara, 
Calif. 

Stratigraphy structure and surface geology of the island are discussed. Major faulting has sepa
rated the area into distinctive lithologic and structural provinces with individual characteristics 
which are described. Comparison of the geology of Santa Cruz Island with other regions is made. 

2. Recent Developments in Salinas Valley, R. R. Thorup , consultant, King City, Calif. 

The discovery of oil in the upper Miocene by The Texas Company at San Ardo in November, 
1947, culminated 47 years of unsuccessful exploration and 91 dry holes. In the ensuing ten months 
(to October, 1948) an additional 38 wells have been drilled. These include three discoveries, 19 pro
ducing wells, 15 dry holes and four wells currently drilling. 

Most of the post-discovery exploration has been directed to the upper Miocene sands. Drilling 
is soon to be commenced in areas adjacent to the San Andreas fault and also west of the Salinas River 
for middle Miocene sand objectives. 

Three different pools have been discovered, and oil sands recently encountered by the Cleveland 
Oil Company north of San Ardo indicate the probability of a fourth pool. Oil sands on both sides of 
the King City fault suggest that the time of original accumulation was pre-King City fault. 



FIG. i.--Newly elected olliccrs of A.A.P.O. Pacific Section meet with retiring president. Left to 
right: Clifton W. Johnson, Richfield Oil Corporation, newly elected president: William P. Winham, 
Standard Oil Company of California, retiring president; John E. Kilkenny, Chanslor-Caniield Mid
way Oil Company, newly elected vice-president; Harold E. Rader, Standard Oil Company of Cali
fornia, newly elected secretary and treasurer. 

FIG. 2.—Retiring officers of Pacific Section. Left to right: Peter II. Gardett, General Petroleum 
Corporation, secretary and treasurer; Harvey W. Lee, Union Oil Company, vice-president; William 
P. Winham, Standard Oil Company of California, president. 

FIG. 3.—Committee responsible for 25th joint fall meeting. Left to right: Fred E. Vandenberg, 
Kern Oil Company, Ltd., general arrangements chairman; Jack W. Knight, British-American Oil 
Producing Company, dinner-dance chairman; Wallace E. Matjasic, Honolulu Oil Company, registra
tion chairman; William P. Winham, Standard Oil Company of California, finance chairman and re
tiring president of Pacific Section; Peter H. Gardett, General Petroleum Corporation, retiring secre
tary and treasurer of Pacific Section. 



ASSOCIATION ROUND TABLE 2319 

Contours on top of the basement show a high basement area, nearly reaching the surface, ex
tending south from San Lucas toward San Ardo on both sides of the Salinas River, and a steep base
ment slope along the present western edge of the Salinas Valley. 

3. San Ardo Oil Field, Harry A. Campbell, Jergins Oil Company, Bakersfield, Calif. 

The San Ardo oil field lies in and close to the foothills east of the Salinas River south of the"town 
of San Ardo. The Lombardi pool lies at the north end of the field while the Campbell pool is at the 
south end. The Lombardi pool is limited by the dry holes on the north and east while the limits of 
the Campbell pool are not established at this date. The first well to find oil sands east of the Salinas 
River was North American Oil Consolidated's Rosenberg No. r, in Sec. 34, T. 22 S., R. 10 E. The 
discovery well for the San Ardo field was The Texas Company's Lombardi No. 1, completed in 
November, 1947. The discovery well for the Campbell pool was Jergins-North American's Orradre 
No. 1, Sec. 12, T. 23 S., R. 10 E. This well was completed as a 5,000 MCF gas well in May, 1948. 

4. Salinas Valley Microfauna, R. Stanley Beck, consultant, Bakersfield, Calif. 

Observations concerning some of the microfauna encountered in wells in the San Ardo oil field 
and adjacent wildcats in the Salinas Valley. 

5. West Area, Tejon Ranch Oil Field, L. C. Forrest, General Petroleum Corporation, 
Bakersfield, Calif. 

This field was discovered by British-American Oil Producing Company and The Capital Com
pany upon completion of Tejon No. 41-5, in Sec. 5, T. 10 N., R. 19 W., on December 14, 1945. Initial 
production on pump was 86 B/D of 15.5° gravity oil cutting 6% mud. At present there are 49 pro
ducing wells with a daily average production of approximately 2,800 B/D of 16° gravity oil. Average 
completion depth is 2,600 to 2,700 feet. Maximum thickness of the producing sand, Chanac-Santa Mar
garita Transition (?), is 80 feet. 

6. Geology of Hungry Valley Area, South of Gorman, John Crovvell, University of 
California at Los Angeles, West Los Angeles, Calif. 

During late Tertiary time a thick section of coarse and fine continental elastics accumulated in 
the northwestern part of the Ridge basin. Deposition was concurrent with movement on the San 
Gabriel fault which bounded Ridge basin on the southwest. Movement on this fault ceased in early 
Pleistocene (?) time and the younger sediments overlapped southwestward across the fault and onto a 
pediment cut into the basement. Later in the Pleistocene the low-angle Frazier Mountain thrust 
moved relatively southeastward across the veneer of sediments on the pediment and in part onto the 
thick Ridge basin deposits. Subsequently the thrust, veneer of sediments, and pediment were folded 
and faulted along an east-northeast and west-southwest trend. 

7. Russell Ranch Oil Field, Cuyama Valley. Mason L. Hill, Richfield Oil Corporation, 
Bakersfield, Calif. 

The Cuyama Valley, lying in the Coast Ranges midway between the San Joaquin and Santa 
Maria districts, was established as a commercial oil producing province by the completion of Rich
field Oil Corporation's Russell No. 28-5. on June 13, 1948. This new field is known as the Russell 
Ranch oil field. It is situated in the western portion of the valley and is producing from Lower Mio
cene sands on fault closures. Previously less than a dozen holes and one small producer from upper 
Miocene sand (Norris Oil Company's Cuyama No. 2) had been drilled in the valley. 

Geologically the Cuyama Valley, between the Caliente and San Rafael uplifts, comprises granitic 
basement and Cretaceous to Pliocene strata folded and faulted in east-southeast trends. Eocene strata 
are present only in the eastern part of the valley, the Oligocene (?) is a red bed facies, 5,000 feet of 
lower Miocene sands pinch out southwestward, marine Miocene shales and sands grade eastward into 
red beds and the Pliocene strata are entirely non-marine. 

Initial production of the discovery well, Richfield Oil Corporation's Russell No. 28-5, was 50S 
barrels per day, flowing, 38° gravity oil, from the interval 2,970-3,360 feet. This interval is lower 
Miocene and has been designated the Dibblee zone. Five days later another pool was established 2} 
miles northwest by completion of Richfield Oil Corporation's Anderson No. 37-30, flowing 3,041 
barrels per day, 33.50 gravity oil, from the interval 2,800-3,019 feet, also lower Miocene. The former, 
named the Russell area, had on October 1, 1948, eight completed wells with initial rates to 2,500 
barrels per day, and maximum sand interval of 350 feet. The latter, designated Whiterock area, had 
nine completed wells with initial rates to 4,000 barrels per day, and maximum sand interval of 480 
feet. Also, on October 1, 1948, the Russell Ranch field has eight active development wells, while 
eight wildcats were drilling at locations as far as 9 miles from production. 


