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Use of the finite element method in geomechanics. 

Tan Boon Kong, Dept. of Geology, National University ef Malaysia, 
Kuala Lumpur. 

The finite eZernent method is a potrJerfuZ numerical, rrethod usefUl, 
in soZving a wide speatrum ofprobZems in geomechanics. Its use~ in 
fact~ is not Zimited to geornechanics onZy. It has aZso been used 
extensiveZy in struaturaZ analysis~ grounawater fl,0'LrJ~ heat fl,0'LrJ 
problems~ etc. 

The principZe of the rrethod~ its Umitations and potentials 
are briefl,y discussed and illustrated by several practical, applications. 
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