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local newspaper to announce a discovery. Unfortunately, these 
wells were abandoned due to wellbore mechanical issues and 
declining market conditions, and another decade would pass 
before Arkansas would join the ranks of oil-producing states 
with discoveries at El Dorado and elsewhere.

Regulatory and commercial records regarding these wells are 
very sparse, but the authenticity of the oil and gas shows is 
supported by preserved first-hand accounts from individuals 
who were employed in the drilling program. The publicly 
reported locations for these wells are substantially in error, 
but the correct locations were identified and surveyed in the 
late 1970s. No modern wells have been drilled close enough 
to clearly establish whether the original operator might have 
walked away from a commercial discovery.

Several lines of evidence suggest that the Lester Mill Compa-
ny wells were drilled in an area of structural disturbance, and 
that they might have been located within structural traps not 
tested by subsequent wells.  Multiple tests of CO2-enriched 
gas, coupled with the identification of a mafic outcrop within 
the nearby Ouachita River floodplain, suggest that local struc-
tural deformation might have resulted from igneous activity.
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ABSTRACT: The gas and oil industry spread west through-
out the United States following the success of Drake’s well in 
1859. One of the most significantly-impacted areas was East 
Central Indiana. Delaware County, Indiana, particularly bene-
fited from its location in the Trenton Field and was successful 
in attracting major industries to the area, including Ball Broth-
ers Glass from New York. [NOTE: Paper published in 2009; 
see: Oil-Industry History, v. 10, no. 1 (2009), p. 149-160.] 
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In the early twentieth century, picture postcards were both a 
means of communication and a popular collectible. The Unit-
ed States petroleum industry was represented with postcard 
views of wooden oil derricks, oil gushers, oil fires, and refin-
eries. The 1901 oil discoveries at Spindletop, Texas and Jen-

nings, Louisiana occurred just a few years before the Golden 
Age of postcard collecting (1907-1915) and many of the early 
photographs of these two fields were used in this period’s 
postcards. Magic lantern glass slides and stereo views (stereo-
graphs) were also popular during this time and both oil fields 
were captured in these early views. 

Many of the early postcards of Spindletop were made from 
the photographs of Frank Trost. His famous photograph of the 
Lucas Gusher appeared in newspapers throughout the United 
States. Trost’s photographs of the first major oil field fire at 
Spindletop and of a “promotional” side oil gusher were also 
made into postcards. Other Spindletop postcards show oil 
gushers, fields of oil derricks, and views of the early refiner-
ies. Views of Jennings oil field, also known in the early years 
as Evangeline or Mamou oil field also show oil derricks, gush-
ers, and oil field fires.
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As early as the 1870s, locals had recognized the oil poten-
tial of a topographic mound, located four miles south of the 
town of Vinton, Louisiana. Oil and gas seeps occurred east 
of the mound and water from shallow wells in the area had a 
sour taste. The first well was drilled on the mound, soon after 
the January, 1901 Spindletop, Texas oil gusher, which was lo-
cated less than forty miles to the southwest. This first Vinton 
well encountered some oil shows and a few subsequent wells 
established some very minor production. The discovery well 
was drilled in 1910, setting off rapid development of the oil 
field. By early 1911, the field was producing 50,000 barrels of 
oil a day, from just eleven wells. In 1911, the field produced 
2.45 million barrels of oil. 

With an oil boom raging, John Geddings “Ged” Gray, a local 
rancher with a significant lease position in the oil field, gener-
ously allowed the oil field workers to build homes on his land. 
At the height of the oil boom (1918-20) the town of Ged had a 
population of over 3000 with several businesses, a post office, 
and a school. 

Drilling in the field, and later seismic and gravity surveys, 
delineated an underlying salt dome with the top of caprock 
at 384 feet and salt at 700 feet; one of the shallowest occur-
rences of salt of the southwest Louisiana salt domes. Vinton 
was also one of the first salt domes where oil production was 
established on a dome’s flank, as well as below a caprock and 
salt overhang. The field has produced over 140 million barrels 
of oil and 50 billion cubic feet of gas.
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