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THE SCRAMBLE TO DRILL GRASS CREEK
ANTICLINE
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This is the story of the dramatic discovery 100 years ago
of a major oil field in northwestern Wyoming. In 1912, Enal-
pac Oil & Gas, a French company, had discovered large gas
reserves in Oregon Basin based on the work of Thomas Harri-
son, former coal inspector for the General Land Office, but the
gas was worthless due to the lack of a market. Harrison staked
claims in Grass Creek and Little Buffalo Basin in 1913 and
the following year made a deal with the Ohio Oil Company
to drill some of his claims on both anticlines. In May, 1914,
while Ohio was preparing to bring rigs into Grass Creek, a
Californian named W. L. Valentine suddenly jumped Harri-
son’s claims and began drilling on conflicting claims by men
from the town of Worland. That same month, President Wil-
son withdrew all federal land in the Bighorn Basin from ex-
ploration, yet the drilling continued, hoping that in the end the
courts would rule in favor of the drillers. Lawsuits were filed
by the government and others. Early in the morning of June
15, oil was struck by Valentine. Harrison sold more claims to
the Midwest Oil Company. At one point the Midwest drillers
were prevented from entering their claims by an armed Wor-
land crowd. Based on a judge’s decision, Midwest and Valen-
tine had a contest, with both companies’ rigs set 20’ apart, and
spud the same day in a race. By the end of 1915, the Grass
Creek anticline was split fairly equally among Valentine,
Ohio, and Midwest, but by the end of 1917, Ohio controlled

216



ABSTRACTS AND PROGRAM - 2015 INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM, TULSA, OKLAHOMA

most of the field. How Ohio gained the advantage was partly
due to the First World War, the drive and vision of one man,
and a nasty trick played by Mother Nature. The story includes
a greedy landowner, a geologist losing his override, a man
who claimed he owned it all, and a passionate businessman.
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