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BOOM, BUST, AND AFTER: LIFE IN THE SALT
CREEK OIL FIELD

Tom Rea
112 W. 2nd Street; Casper, Wyoming 82601
editor@wyohistory.org; trea@tribcsp.com

Prospectors first struck oil in the Salt Creek Oil Field in
northern Natrona County, Wyo. late in the 1880s. The first
gusher came in in 1908. The subsequent boom lasted until the
late 1920s, peaking in 1923, when the field produced more
than 35 million barrels of oil. Tom Wall, who went to work in
the field in 1917, stayed for decades and in the 1970s wrote
out his memories of life in the oil patch through boom and
bust. After 125 years and thanks to new technologies, the Salt
Creek Field continues to produce today.

Editor’s Note: See the full article at: http://www.wyo-

history.org/essays/boom-bust-and-after-life-salt-creek-oil-
field.
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