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Practices in Petroleum Industry have changed dramatically
from the industry’s origins for both oil and natural gas wells.
Although we continue to drill and complete wells, virtually
every practice involved in the process has changed. Technol-
ogy has not only allowed the industry to drill deeper wells in
a fraction of the time, but technology and practices have also
impacted things from an environmental perspective. Today’s
multi-well drilling pads and horizontal wells mean less sur-
face impacts while wells that may have taken years to drill
with historic technology are now drilled in 2-3 weeks. The
abundance of tank fires that used to be commonplace in areas
like the Glenn Pool oilfield are extremely rare and the pro-
duced water disposal impoundments throughout Ohio have
been remediated and are now absent from the landscape. Im-
pacts to the environment have decreased considerably over
time in the United States but also in many areas outside of the
United States. This paper will present the evolution of several
key practices that have had a significant effect on the environ-
mental impact of hydrocarbon development and provide not
only historical context, but also a brief comparison to prac-
tices elsewhere in the world. Further, the idea of best prac-
tices does not mean there is a single “best practice”. Rather,
practices vary (sometimes dramatically) and it is common for
different types of practices to be utilized in different areas to
achieve both technical and environmental goals. With this in
mind, the paper will also include some discussion on how and
why practices vary by area, specific target horizon, and so on.
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