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1948. First commercial oil production from Ashley Valley No. 
1, 10 miles southwest of Vernal in Uinta Basin; discovered by 
J. L. “Mike” Dougan of Equity Oil Company. 

1956. Aneth Field on Colorado Plateau (southeast Utah) dis-
covered by Texaco; Utah’s larger oil producing field. 

1975. Pineview oil field by American Quasar with production 
from Jurassic Nugget sandstone; the first field discovered in 
the Sevier fold-and thrust belt (Central Rockies) of Utah.

1980. Utah’s most prolific oil well (ARE W2908A) drilled 
in the Anschutz Ranch East field (discovered by Amoco on 
the thrust belt of Utah-Wyoming border), producing from the 
Nugget Sandstone.

1983. Utah’s deepest producing reservoir (20,600 feet deep) 
in the Brotherson 2-14B4 well in Altamont field (first discov-
ered in 1970), Unita basin, producing from Cretaceous Me-
saverde Sandstone. 

2003. Covenant oil field in the central Utah overthrust belt, 
17-1 Kings Meadow Ranch Well (3,258 m deep) producing 
from Lower Jurassic Navajo (Nugget) Sandstone; discovered 
by Wolverine.
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Lewis G. Week (1893-1977) was one of the towering figures 
in petroleum geology during the 20th century. In March 1955, 
a symposium titled “Habitat of Oil” was held by the AAPG 
during its annual convention in New York. The proceedings 
volume of this symposium, edited by Lewis G. Weeks, was 
published in 1958. The symposium and its 1300-page pub-
lication marked the integration and culmination of the three 
previous paradigms in petroleum exploration, namely, the 
“anticline” theory, the “economic distribution” analysis, and 
the “subsurface entrapment” geology. Taking the Oil Habitat 
publication as a point of departure, this paper reviews how 
the previous three previous paradigms in petroleum geology 
developed and eventually led to the concept of “Oil Habitat.” 
Furthermore, it is argued that Lewis Weeks’ opening paper 
titled “Habitat of oil and some factors that control it” heralded 
the era of systematic exploration that later came to be called 
the “petroleum system” analysis. The Oil Habitat paradigm 
described in the 1958 AAPG publication thus marked a transi-

tion between two major periods of geologic thinking in pe-
troleum exploration, namely pre-1950s and post-1960s. The 
significant of “oil habitat” analysis has not diminished with 
the rise of the so-called unconventional shale plays because it 
is still crucial to locate the generative aspects and productive 
sweet spots of these self-sourced reservoirs. This paper review 
Lewis Week’s life and contributions to petroleum geology.
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Charles Austin Whiteshot (1866-1937), the author of the 
prodigious The Oil-Well Driller; A history of the world’s 
greatest enterprise, the oil industry (1905), led quite an ad-
venturous life, if newspaper accounts are to be believed. In 
researching and writing The Oil Well Driller, Charles report-
edly spent five years visiting every oil and gas field in North 
America, traveling 25,000 miles, interviewing 10,000 people, 
as well as corresponding with numerous foreign ambassadors.

Whiteshot promoted himself as geologist, engineer, oil 
well driller, journalist, world traveler, poet, editor, political 
activist, military recruiter, military officer, war veteran, and 
government oil inspector. A tall man, Charles was reported as 
six foot four inches to “nearly seven foot.” In 1898, Charles 
attempted to organize a volunteer regiment called the Six-
Footers American Volunteer, First Regiment Infantry, in 
which enlisting members were required to be at least six feet 
tall. It is unclear if the Six Footers regiment was formed, but 
Charles was a veteran of the Spanish-American War.

In early 1913, Charles traveled to Europe and visited the 
well-known Romanian oilfields near Bustenari, Campina, 
and Moreni. He wrote short notes on several Romanian oil-
field postcards and addressed them to family back in Warren, 
Pennsylvania, but he never mailed the postcards. He later 
claimed to have visited many of the oil-producing countries 
of the world. He volunteered for military service in 1917, but 
was turned down because of his age. He reportedly trained at 
an officers’ reserve camp and had hoped to serve as an Army 
paymaster, though he apparently served as a Navy oil inspec-
tor with the rank of captain. After the war, Charles traveled 
west to visit, and possibly work, in the oilfields of Oklahoma, 
Kansas, Wyoming, and Nevada.

Living in Tulsa in 1926, Charles embarked on a cross-coun-
try walk from Tulsa to Pittsburgh, via several well-known his-
torical oil sites in New York and Pennsylvania. Many newspa-
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