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For twenty-five years after Alberta was created as a prov-
ince in 1905, the Dominion, or Federal, Government of Cana-
da controlled land and resource development in this province
until 1930 when control of Alberta’s land and resources was
finally turned over to the province. Until then, Alberta was not
on equal footing with the four original partners of Confedera-
tion that had been granted control of their provincial lands and
resources under the British North America Act. Until 1910, a
limited number of individuals purchased petroleum and natu-
ral gas rights along with surface rights in Alberta; however, a
major change in Dominion policy in 1910 allowed only for
the leasing of these rights.

During this period of federal government control, efforts
were initiated to unleash the petroleum embedded in what was
then officially called and defined as “tar-sands” in the regula-
tions. As more was learned about the unique features of the
tar-sands or oil sands located in north-east Alberta, various
recovery methods were attempted. In turn, government regu-
lations reflected an increasing knowledge of the potential pool
of oil in the northern Alberta region and regulations specific to
tar-sands and then bituminous sands were introduced.

Several companies and individuals attempted to win the
oil believed to be embedded in the oil sands. Methods of re-
cover included traditional drilling first, then in-situ methods
and finally the first successful recovery using an experimental
separation process. Exploration was originally confined to the
shores of that Athabasca River, the main route of transporta-
tion, and then eventually to land surrounding the Alberta and
Great Waterways Railway when it finally inched its way to-
wards the great waterways of the north.
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