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ABSTRACT

The realm of Industrial Archaeologt is becoming increas-ingly accep.ted as a.legitjya.te subfield of traditiona.l ,,
archaeologj,, particularly when itian be demonstrated thai excovqtion can be added to a methodologt originally
io"iir""Foiiy with description of extont structure-s and machinery. Al exam_p_le_o{this^application is work that has

been done ot ih" Ohio Trait Rock"copper mine and processing site in Upper l{ichiganfrgln 1993 to 1995- This site

represents an early infusion of Euro-pban/Cornish-mining technologt, tlansplanted to g!9rth lmglican m^ining 
-

i[,"iii, iiii" i,ti tA20t witiout m|dification, adaptafi5n or, ultiilately,_srycgess.-By i,856, only 57500. of profit had
"tii" gt"ir"clfrom a total investment ir|$t SO,OOO a"d wgyk was syspend3d. In subsequeft-y9-als, usable machinery

was fimoved"and site buitdings felt oubr o, were burned, leaving behind o1tly mou^nds of drfting green, waste

copper stamp sqnd in an arei siowly being reclaimed by the surrounding boreal forest.

The amount ofinformation left at this site proved considerable however, once-testing revealed that the green copper

sands were ii fact preservin{ underlying wooden processing features not earlier distu-rb-ed.by file or human reuse

aitiipts. Excivathn has pr\ven beiefiEiat in exposing suchfeatures as Cornish 'buddles' not before noted in a

North American context, and in geneial explaining wiat cai only be hinted at by surviving-historical records.

fhriu[i tu"h work arcitaeologf of the recent indistial past cqi be tied in with traditional methodologies of
,"t"oiih while pursuing ,"*fi"ui areqs with differentfbature and artifact typologies.
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