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The g ross  national production of the United States  i s  s t i l l  m o r e  
than twice that of the U.S.S.R. At the i r  proposed ra te  of i nc rease  they 
would catch us in about 12 yea r s ;  a t  the actual  cur rent  ra te  it would 
take m o r e  near ly  25 yea r s .  

However, the U. S. S. R. i s  spending a t  leas t  170 of the GNP in ex- 
ploration for  raw ma te r i a l s .  It i s  difficult to es t imate  just how much i s  
spent f o r  exploration in the U. S., but it i s  a lmost  certainly l e s s  than a 
tenth of a pe r  cent,  so the Russians a r e  spending perhaps five t imes  a s  
much a s  we a r e  per  squa re  mi l e  for  mapping and exploration. 

In the U.S.S.R. mapping and exploration for  mine ra l  deposits i s  
done largely by the Ministry of Geology and Conservation of Mineral  
Resources .  The total personnelof  the Ministry i s  over  20,000, of which 
some 14,000 a r e  geologists.  Approximately 6000 field par t ies  a r e  sent  
out each year ,  ranging f rom a few geologists to self-sufficient com- 
munit ies  of over  a thousand people. 

Such a hugh exploring expedition operating in Yakutia with both 
geological and geophysical par t ies  discovered a ma jo r  diamond field, a 
coal field est imated to contain 40 billion tons, a big gas field and im-  
portant deposits of gold and tin. 

A separa te  Ministry of Pe t ro leum has  a n  exploration and r e sea rch  
program a lmost  a s  la rge  a s  that of Geology. Geochemical methods a r e  
used ra ther  extensively along with geophysical and geological explora- 
tion. New fields a r e  being found a l l  the way f r o m  the (European) Rus- 
s ian  Platform to Transbaikal ia .  Current  production i s  about 100 million 
tons of oil pe r  y e a r  and 20 billion cubic m e t e r s  of gas;  projected for  
1957, 350 to 400 mil l ion tons of oil  and 270 to 300 billion cubic m e t e r s  
of gas.  
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