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The Pa l ac io s  F i e ld  is  located in the Southwestern port ion of 
Matagorda County, Texas .  Product ion i s  f r o m  the Upper and 
Middle port ions of the F r i o  Fo rma t ion .  The Pa lac ios  F i e ld ,  the 
North Collegeport  F ie ld ,  the Bruce-Flo  F ie ld  and the H a r r i s o n  
F i e ld  w e r e  grouped together  a s  these  f ie lds  a r e  s i tuated on a  
common r idge and  in  some  ins tances ,  wel ls  designated a s  one 
f ie ld  a r e  located adjacent  to the o ther .  

Within the l imi t s  of the Pa lac ios  F i e ld  approximately 3200' 
of F r i o  h a s  been penetrated.  The  oldest  paleontological m a r k e r  which 
has  been found i s  the Discorbid D, which i s  of Middle F r i o  age.  Twelve 
different  F r i o  sands  have yielded production f r o m  seventy-s ix  different 
wel ls  resul t ing in  one hundred and eight completions. Daily oil a l luw- 
able  f o r  this  f ie ld  i n  August of 1960 was  4.430 bbls.  of which 3,362 bbls .  
was  f r o m  the  Melbourn sandwhich  i s  Middle F r i o  age .  Tota l  daily g a s  
allowable f o r  December  of 1960 was  22,709 MCF of which 14, 373 was 
f r o m  the Melbourn. The Melbourn sands va ry  in thickness  f r o m  ap -  
proximately 10'  on the c r e s t  of the s t r uc tu r e  to  approximately 40 '  un  

the flank. 

Pa l ac io s  i s  a  faulted r idge type s t r uc tu r e  which dips  to  the 
North-Northwest  a t  the  r a t e  of approximately 200' to the mi l e  on top of 
the F r i o  and approximately 350'  to  the mi l e  on the Melbourn horizon.  
Normal  down to  the coas t  faulting m o r e  o r  l e s s  para l le l s  the  E a s t -  
Northeast  s t r i k e  and v a r i e s  in  throw f r o m  approximately 50' to 150 ' .  
The s t r u c t u r a l  f e a tu r e s  which effect accumulat ion a r e :  (1)  North dip 
closing aga ins t  the down to the coas t  faulting. (2) the North dip turning 
West dip off the Western l imi t s  of production, and (3)  a  down to the E a s t  
faul t  on the E a s t e r n  l imi t s  of production. The a r e a  enclosed within the 
product ive l im i t s  of th i s  f ie ld  i s  approximately 21 sq .  mi .  The effective 
c lo su re  on the product ive a r e a  va r i e s  f r o m  approximately 350' on top 
of the F r i o  to approximately 700 '  on the Melbourn horizon.  

The  Pa l ac io s  F i e ld  was  d i scovered  in  1937 by the Glen McCarthy 
#1 Fo l ey  well .  Twelve wel ls  w e r e  dr i l l ed  during 1937 and 1938, then 
t he r e  was  v e r y  l i t t l e  act ivi ty  until  1955. In that yea r  T idewater  s tepped 
out approximate ly  two and one-half m i l e s  to the Northeast  of this  f ie ld  
and completed the i r  #1  Slaughter  gas  wel l .  This  wel l  extended the 
l imits  of the  f ie ld  in  which a n  additional eighty wel l s  have been dr i l l ed  
f r o m  1955 t o  the  p r e sen t  t ime .  
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Palac ios  i s  a n  excellent example of what the future  holds f o r  ex- 
plorat ion in  the Gulf Coast .  More l a rge  r e s e r v e s  of this  type wil l  be 
found on the flanks of s t r uc tu r e s  which industry ha s  considered defined 
fo r  a number  of yea r s .  




