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I \  S HORV.47 'H  --Riographical  Ske tch  

Paul S .  I-lorvnth is F x -  
ecutive Vice-President o f  
Century Oilshore blanage- 
nienl Corporation. :I suh- 
sidinry oiCcntur! O i l  C'om- 
patry. and is rcsponrihle for  
exploration and de\clop- 
mcnt activilics i n  the cen- 
tral and western ( iu l f  n l  
Mcsico. 

Hur\:nth is ;I praduate 
(R.S.. Earth and Pl;~nctary 
Science) o f  !he Un i \ c r r i l v  
ol' I'ittrhurg. I l e  hepan his 
career i n  geophysics villi 
(;ull Researchand Develop- 

ment C n n i p n ? .  a division o l 'Fu l iO i l .  i n  Pittshurs i n  1052. 
I n  195.5. thc peoph\\ic;tl : ~ c t i v i t i o  umcrc tri1tr4crred 111 Gt1114 
p l r t  I r d u c i i  I I II~;II ulrere 1':luI held 
v;rrimt\ puhilionc t,f rcaponsihility. Hi.; ;lssignments included 
thc App;~l:tiht;!n. Mid-\Vest, and Rocky Sloun1;lin arc;is. 
f rom l)ur;tn.cn. C'nlor:~rln t l r ro i~sh the Overthrust Relt o i  
Cts~nt;~n:~. :III~I [he \ \ ' i l l is l~ in H:l,in o f  Tort11 and South 
l h h ( m .  

I n  14hh. P;tul was transferred b;~ck to  Research i n  
Pii lshurg uh~. rc  he uorhcd on ?-I> seicmnlogy. vcrtic;d 
sei\mic p r ~ ? f i l ~ n g ,  svft\rarc development. and specixl proiects 
i n  Siper i :~ : ~ n d  C'olornhia. I n  earl) 1'172. he % u s  translorred 
t o  Ii;tn~h111,. 1 h:~il;rnd :tnd I i ~ t c r  lo Sing:tporc where he war 
('l i~el'(icophysicist. His responsibilities included opcr. .I 1' tnns 

i n  Rurm:~. Sort11 St~matr ;~.  Thnibnd. M; t I ; t \ \ i ; t ,  S,UII~ 
\'iCtn:tm. T:~i\\an. Knrc:~. and ( 'hin;~. z\l'ter r p c n d i ~ ~ g  three 
y t r s  In  Southc:~st A\I;I. he wts  t r :~nderrcd to V c n  Orlcatrs 
as Citlll'r m;tn:t$cr 01' (;crbsciencc. 

I lo rvath  rcrnnincd w i l h  Gol f  i n  Yew Orle:~n*. holding 
v;rriou\ n1nn:lgcment pt l r i l lon\  unri l  Ihi, c :~r ly  retlrenlcnt in 
IYR5. \Vhcn 11c retirctl. he \\as (;uII'\ (;cncr:~l \I;~n;!gcr 01 
I r t t ~ n  :tnd \vnc rerponuihlc i,,r r x p l o r a t ~ o r ~  ;ind 
tlcveltrpmcnt geology l o r  South I.oui*iann and the OCS 
Offshore from M a ~ n c  to Sies~co. 

Paul i c  an  :~cti\,c mcmhcr n l  S O G S .  S(;S. P I .4NO.  
AAl ' ( i .ond ccr\c$ m t I ~ c O l l h h o r c  1Ixploratinn;rnd Oceano- 
yr;~phy committee o f  thc SEG. t l c  h:ts nu~hored and 
published pnpcrs fnr hoth thc ,4AP(; ; ~ n d  ST(;. 

WHY 'TI-IF CiI'1.I' 01: XIFSICO 
O i l n n d  €;I\ not  nnl) supply ur with tlieer~crc! uc use i n  

ottr daily actlvitics. hut a l rn  providr  u\ \ r ~ t h  eniploymenl. 
husinec$, and in\ertrnent oppnrtunitie\. Since hvdrmnrhonr 
arc a dcplcl;~hlc. finite rc%ourcc. an increase i n  p r i m  ;IS 
rcscrve, d in r i n i \ l ~  cotlld he expected: hnr\cvcr. the pricc h:~s 
droppctt. the market iscurrently snft.cash l low\. i . ;d~~\vn.and 
prol i ts are sul'lcrinp. Where d n  %vr. go from here" \\'hat dncr 
!he iuture hold fnr  us licrc In  the ( r11 I1  ('oa\t r c e i t d  

I n  help ;lrlsrver thew tl i i f icnlt qucstionc or pcrh;~p.; put 
l l i cm i n  pcrspcctivc. !re nrurl l:rst look :II the past.;ittempt to 
forec;w thc iuture hased o n  projcctcrl energy rc.quirumcnts. 
and dekrmine where thc reserve\ %rill come I m m  :tnd ;I! w l ~ x t  
c<vst. 0 1  course. 1116 hot1t1m line i s  rhe cnst per harrcl. 

' lo wppnr l " \Vhy ' l  h c G t ~ I l o l ' h l c x i c ~ ~ " ,  ae'll re\ tea, the 
region reg:rrdin$ the potential reserves. the a \n i l ah i l i ~y  o i  
le;lres. the ;~pplication or technology. thc r i  n r  
succcst rate 01 f inding ;in11 developing hyrlroc;~rhnt~<. and 
;tddrcs thc overall ( ; t~ l f  o f  Slcr ico en\ir~,nmen1. \\'rth the 
m.cr\ ica 111' 11cti\11y ;ilong wi th wrnc r lnt i i t icr .  \re we  tha. 
i n d u w ?  has done very well i n  thc discovery ol' hurh oil and 
p l r .  c\pecinIIy i n  specific ;lrc:ts. At  \!,hat c t ~ l  depends o n  Ihe 
up-front in \e \ lmen~.  t l i cnpp l i cu~ i~ in  o l ' t ec l~ t r~ r l~~gy  ~ncluding 
\ r i sm~c  lccIinolq!y in1epr;itcd wi th ge~ log?.  nml thecasl o l  
drill ing. :\ tcchnicnll? sound c rp ln ra t~on  cl'iort can help 
unr:nel lhc gccrloptc:il history. rhc \tr:~t~gr;tpli!.. : ~nd  po- 
Icnti;tl traps t11;tt ucrc  previ~ruslv n n l \  r u r m i w l .  1.hcrclnrc. 
oar p m I  i\ 10 Io\ver the risk :IIILI rind nca tr:tp.; w ~ t h  p o d  
pulenti;~l. 

"Why The Gu l l  o f  ,Mcxico"inclurlc~ the l 'ol loninc key 
clcmenl\: It'9:11i opcr:rtnr iricnrll!. crivirc~t~mcnt: i t  II;IS;I high 
r:Ne 0 1  c t~ tnmcrc~n l  t l ~ \ c w c r ~ e \ :  II~\\, :trcn\ ;tnd Ircml$ :ti: 
devclopinp: stare-or-~hc-nrt technology con bc ttpplicd 111 
good qual~ty-high tlensity seismic covcraye: cmrs :ire down: 
and the rialion\ rcscrvcc ;tnd dr l i \crah~l t t ie\  :!re shrinking. 


