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AMOS SALVADOR-Biographical Sketch 

Amos Salvador is 
currentlv Professor of Ge- 

lrnrr ology acthe University of 
Texas at Austin, a position 
he assumed September 1. 
1980. after retiring from 
Exxon Company, U S A .  
He had been Chief Geolo- 
gist hislast eight yearswith 
Exxon. 

Dr. Salvador wzs horn 
in Madrid, Spain. He com- 

. pleted his undergraduate 

@! 7 work at the Universidad 
I Central de Venezuela. and 

received his Ph.D. a1 
Stanford University in 1950. 

His first professional assignments included surface and 
regional geological work for Gulf in various countries o! 
South America. North Africa and Europe. In 1955, he joined 
Exxon in Venezuela and since then held a number of 
professional and managerial positions with that organiza. 
tion, including Vice President of Exploration Research with 
Jersey Produ~tion Research Company inTulsa. Managerof 
the Geolog~cal Department of Creole Petroleum Corpora. 
tion in Caracas. Manager of Humble's Gulf Coast Explora. 
:ion Divis~on, Executive Vice President of Esso Production 
Xcsearcti Company and Chief Geologist of Exxon Com- 
?any. U.S.A..  thr  last three assignments in Houston. 

Dr. Salvador has for many years been interested in the 
genlogv nl Ilie Gull of MexicoBasinand the Caribbean, and 
hasdwoteti most o i  hisresearchactivitiesat the University 
of Texas to these areas. 

CARIBREAN TECTONICS - FACTS AND FANTASY 

A currently-accepted interpretation of the tectonic 
history of the Caribbean favors the idea that the so.called 
Carihhean plate is a fragment of the Pacific that has 
progressively wedged itsell between the North American 
and South American plates during the last 40 to 50 million 
years. This interpretation would require very large horizorr 
ta1 d~snlacrmrnt along the northern and southern bound 
arlesol the nlate. While there ~sevldence of I a r ~ e  horizontal ~ ~ ~~ 

displacement between the North American an> Caribbean 
plates, particularly along the Cayman Trough, evidence o f  
comparahtv large displacement hetween the Caribheanand 
South Amrrican plates is not evident. 

East.west.striking transcurrent faulls have been 
recognized onshore and offshore in northern Venezuela 
and Colombia. but present evidence indicates that their 
horwontal rl~splacement is not of lhe required magnitude. 
There 15, on theother hand, considerable evidenceof NNW- 
SSE compressive deformation and NW-SE righthtera! 
transcurrrnt displacement in northern Venezuela and the 
southern Carihbean. 

An altcrnat~ve interpretation of the tectnnic history of 
the CarhOean which better agrees with the availabk 
geoloyci~i .!rid geophysical evidence needs to bedeveloped. 


