HGSINTERNATIONAL EXPLORATIONISTS
ANNOUNCEMENT

The Geological Society of America South Central
Section meeting will be held on February 23-25. 1992 at Rice
University, Please note the program and abstracts of the
following symposium:

COMPARISON OF NORTH AMERICAN AND
EASTERN EUROPEAN FOLDED BELTS

(Sponsored by the International Division of the G.S.A.
and the International Exploratiomsts Group of the H.G.S.)

Monday, February 24, 1992
Start 8:00 a.m. End 5:00 p.m.
Hamman Hall, Rice University
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TECTONIC POSITION, HYDROCARBON

EXPLORATION, AND FUTURE POTENTIAL

IN BULGARIA

SCHUPBACH, Martin A., Maxus Energy Corporation,
Dallas, TX

Eastern Europe can be subdivided into several tectonic
units. All of these are productive.

The Pannonian-Carpathian system is controlled by a
roll back of a subducted plate resulting in the formation of
the Carpathian fold belt and the Pannonian basin. The
topography of the Carpathian fold belt was less than an
“Alpine-type” fold belt, and is associated with a thicker,
{lysch.dominated foredeep. Hydrocarbons occur in all of
these tectonic settings. The Dinarides are considered to be
an "Alpine-type" collision-dominated fold belt, but contain
no production except in the Durres basin in Albania, which
is controlled primarily by major transverse faults crossing
the Dinarides. The Balkan fold belt has a multiphase history.
Production in the Fore-Balkan is controlled by Late Cre-
taceous shortening that produced inversion and/or an
intracratonic fold belt. The Black Sea area of northern
Bulgaria and Romama is part of the Moestan platform and
conlains stable Jurassic and Crelaceous carbonate banks.
Production occurs in offshore Romania. The Moesian
platform itself is productive in Romania along the Carpathian
faredeep. The Southern Permian basin which extends
eastward from the southern North Sea into Poland s well
known for its giant gas reserves in Rotliegende and Zechstein
reservoirs, Qverlying the Permian basin are several in-
dwvidual oil-and-gas-producing Mesozoic basins which were
inverted during the Late Cretaceous. Their Eastern Euro
pean equivalent 15 the Polish trough along the Tornquist
line.

The luture exploration of eastern Europe primarilyisin
underexplored production plays that require application ol
new technologies and new capital investments.

The search for new hydrocarbon plays should be
initiated by regional studies, by asking new questions and by
applying new ideas and concepts. Lately, for example, this
has been done in the Pannonian-Carpathian region, result-
ing in a new tectonic understanding and a much better
interpretation of the various hydrocarbon habitats. Similar
approaches should be undertaken to evaluate the hydro-
carbon potential of other Eastern European basins.



