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stritiigmphic trap. The well-developed, thick pay zones in 
the sut~surl;~ce were a surprise since tliese same rocks are 
hard and :I+I in outcrops. Other large fields have beer: 
iound on the North Slope. which can be considered a world 
C!XS prodi i~t ! ig proctnce. 

T h r  i0@2 Coastal Plain pot l ion of the Arctic Nationa: 
Wildlife R ~ i u o e  (ANWR) has heen set aside as an area o i  
exc(.Il~nt petroleum potential since its geographic sr.2 
geologic powion makes it an integral part of the Norti: 
Slope Provtn,:~. Various governmental studtes indicax 
nutnerous I m p  undr~l led structures in the 1002 area.wl i~ct 
tsonly H" o f  ANWK. Tiledecision toopen the 1002areaior 
drilling, honwver, rcill he a political one since various 
env~rnnniental qroups oppose ihis. The argument that not 
enf~ug! i  poiential reserves underlie the 1002 area t o  justify 
Arilllng :F. not oqca;. 


