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A s t a d i i  gmwing volume of publicly 
available dam (well lop,  speculallve seL 
mic nu-. press releasea, etc.) strongly 
suggesu that the deepwater porllon of 
the Gulf of Mexico contains large 
rwcrver of recoverable hydrocarbons. 
Well logs available through the MMS 
Order 4 p m p m  indicate at least 25 
porcntially developable accurnuiado~ 
have been found, some 14 of which 
have been publicized. We estimate that 

indusy hw spent in excess of $4 billion 
nominal to discover at l a t  14 billion 
barrela cquinlcnq of which only a mall 
fraction haa been developed and pm- 
duced to dau. 

Most volumeuicrly signincant deep 
water discoveria can be geographically 
grouped into six %orridors" in which 
indusuy cooperative effom in tenna of 
shared i ~ r m c ~ ,  operating princi- 
ples. service company support, ele. 

reem inevitable. Given the tremendous 
technical challenges and uncertainties 
auociatcd with the play. coupled with 
the high cost of building, installing. 
and operating deepwater production 
ryrrems, industry cooperation at least 
during the early stage OF developing 
chis resource will be a critical facwr In 
mitalting E&P acrlvltter In fhe Cull of 
Mewico. 

W. PL (Bill) Dirks jotned Shell u a 
gcologk.~ in 1981 after pduadng from 
Iowa Stale UnSwdn with a Bachelor of 
Science dcgrec in &logy and a Mmler 
of Sdcncc degne in Civil Engineering. 
Afm a d a  of ~ l s h m e n u  in the mid- 

trick where he 8 e d  until January 
1993, Bill is currently wsfgned u 
Manager of Explodon Economia for 
shen mi COW HOW. 


