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ARCO came earlier and stayed longer 
than other players in the Cook Inlet. 
nK pmvincc opened up with Richfield's 
discovery of the Srmnson River field in 
1957. In the following ten yean, the 
basin yielded 17 fields, sewn of which 
have ultimate mmveries of greater than 
100 MMBO or 1 T a .  The Win then 
suffered a d-tic decline in activity 

coincident with the discovery of oil on 
the North Slope. During the intervening 
twentpfive yeam, ARCO ha  maintained a 
staff presence, continuing to conduct 
field programs, acquire seismic and drill 
exploratory mlk A major stratigraphic 
evaluation of the basii began in 1988. 
This work culminated in a multi-year 
drilling prognm beginning in 1990. The 

Sunfish discovery war the second mll in 
thh prognm. Since then, two conAnna- 
tions have been drilled and chm web 
arc currently drilling. W~th mm esti- 
matea in the hundreda of milliona of bar- 
rels, the Sun6ah discovery may mark the 
beginning of a second cycle of explo- 
ration for the basii. 
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