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Trap analysis has widespread applica- 
tion for prospect evaluation of fault- 
bounded saucnrral closures in the Mid- 
Continent. Trap analysis involves 
detailed study of how the objective reser- 
voir section is juxtaposed with the sealing 
section aoosr a fiult and can be d to 
predict pmpect viability and potential 
hydrocarbon column heights for faulted 
antidines. Thii method wyr successfully 
applied to lower Ordovician dolomite 

objectives in faulted ShUCNreS along the 
MarathonQuachita Orogen. 

The deeper pool Arbuckle h v -  
ery by ARC0 at Wdburton Field in late 
1987 set off a drilling boom in the 
Arkoma Basin. Before and after 
Wilburton, many Arbuckle dry holes 
wcrc drilled which violated principles of 
nap analysis, Many failed wildcam did not 
have proper huh  throw on the critical 
trapping fault to juxtapose Arbuckle 

reservoir section with down thrown (post 
S impn)  seal section. Attributes of suc- 
cessful prospects must include fault d l  
placements within a mgr controlled by 
sealing stratigraphy. Trap risks can be 
evaluated prior to drilling with a good 
structure map and knowledge of local 
stratigraphy and it's rock properties 
(including capillary entry prrarura). 
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