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Studies of modern coastal systems 
indicate that the upward drpooitional 
facics sequence -bioturbared inner shelf 
- exusbedded upper shorehce - planar- 
laminated foreshore - nonmarine 
deposicb -chamcurires moat opcrrcoaat 
clastic successions. This gcneialized 
model has ban applied swccssfully to a 
variety of ancient coastal deposits, own- 
ing largely to consistency of both 
pmccsa and presennnion thmugh 

logic time. Any such model, however. 
must accommodate significant internal 
Mliability, imposed by diierencn in red- 
irnent texture, nearshore bathymeuic 
profile, ambient energy, storm events. 
and relative d e v e l  change. The dt- 
ing 4 o n r  about the basii theme are 
reasonably predictable and provide a 
basin for enhanced palec~nvimnmenarl 
understanding. lgnoring hem, h-r, 
can l a d  to misinterpretation of ancient 

coastal depasita 
As one example. the fine-gnincd. 

low-energy, microtidal Texas Gulf 
shorefaces have a discipctive vertical 
sequence that contrasts sharply. as one 
might expct  with that ofthe m m  cner- 
grticPMitiCcdaa TheCuVofMexico 
sequence also dim how~vct, to nearly 
the same dgrrt h m  that generated in 
a similar lomnergy. microtidal setting 
on couscgnined Medimrulean coaals. 

Ed Clifton joined Conoco in 1991 Marine Geology. He bas been active in 
after serving SO years with the US. profelaional societies and was elected 
Geological Survey. mart of it with the NPtional Reddent of SEPM (Society for 
Brnnch of Pacific Marine Geology in Sedimenlay Geology) in 1986. In add6 
Menlo Park. California. He received his tion to his USGS reaponriblitin, Ed bar 
Lhchelm degree in geology fmm Ohio taught at San Frulcko State Univenicy. 
Stav Univenity in 1956 and a Ph.D. fmm Univenity of California at Sanu Cnu. 
Johna Hopkina in 1983, whm he studied and at Stanford University, where he 
under Francis Patijohn. His career with served as Adjunct Profasor of Geology 
the USCS fococused largely on comparative from 1982 - 1991. ARer spending two 
analysis of modem and ancient shallow yan in Conoco's Remearch lab in Ponca 
marine depositional system and culmi- City. where his focus was largely on 
natcd in numerous publications. In 1969 acquence stntipphy and sedimmtology 
and 1970 he accumulated 80 days of of h r  Jundc units in the North Sra, 
underwater -rch from m undersea Ed h a  recently moved lo Houston to 
habitat as an aquanaut in Tektite manin- p i n  a project directed toward the appli 
the sea experiments. In 1978-1981, he eationrdaequencesmti~phy. 
served as Chief of the Branch of Pacitic 


