
Cowq~eiag in the New Elvr of Knowbdge-based PetroZeum Compluties 
by Roben P. Pab1a. Resident and CEO. L a o W  Oraphi~ CorporYLion 

I believe the psaaleuminduary h 
an era of growth in which the- new corn 
comptency will be the ability to l s v ~  
lolow1edge as%ets mon efkikntly. 

Since the 19506, key lcchnologies have 
caused major productivity leaps in the in- 
dustry. W~NiQspread n.% of well l o p  and 2- 
D seismic gnatly impmved srmcnnal in- 
ktpretation, but tbc intmduction of 3-D 
seismic in the 19805 provided even be= 
strurmral imaging. Today, integmb of 
allgsopbysieal, geologic, and engbKuing 
bus is snabliog highly detailed 3-D (and 
4-D) rrwrvoir ctmactsrizstion and simu- 
lation. 

The next expoaeadal leap in pmductivity 
will occur when E&P companies become 
botb ".catwraaMnslued" . . andintegrated al 
thcenarpcisskvci. ~ d m e ~ e " ~ ~ e n t e r -  
pcizes." Ennbkd by h h m w i a  technolo- 
gi& such as desktop s~dienr /se i 'Yer  
computing, and ndtlibuted dacabm. l2 
entupdsss wiU nccs~s intormation fmm all 
psrcsofthe~anizaria. Thyrwillindf. 
gnherkeheow1ed.qandideasofalIBBP 
disciplines. U3timtcly. they will make 
bauer b u s i i  decisions in less t h  
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