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suite of .pproximetely 12 meteaices 
4 e d  SNC msawntes A, ) have bsen 

idondfial M luving originated from the 
p h e t  Man. 'Ibc wigameat of a Martian 

to bu 12-&U Wik is well 
doemnentcd Mealbers of the suite an 
rrudgnad rn the bssis of similar oxygen 
isotopic compositions. Some individuals 
witbin tbe suite. however, oontain happsd 
gsses rha~ m cbsmLplly and isotopically 
indistinguishable from the V I  tandsr 
analysis of tk hi8ftian StmDSphsrc. 'Ibis 
isnnimponrntobsuv~astheMartian 
alm&Km t q* chin. Co~galuently, irs 
chemical composition is continually being 
mdilied end is unique tium Eanh's and 
otbsrplaoca. 

The SNC acronym is shon for 
shergoairwnLhlitbchas#ipy, three dif- 
b n l  liIhoIogia within the suite. d l  of 
which arc igneous. The shergonites 
an basal& or basaltic nrmulatw. the 
aawlim aw augitecumulsDs. and dm- 
signy is an olivine cumulaoe. AU members 
of the SNC suite have ken ~UbjecGed to 
isotopic analysis and ndiomstric dating. 
The lukhli and chrtaigny metmdces 
yield consi~mt igneous ages of 12-2-1.3 
billion years. This is old form Eanh rock, 
but is puik young for meteorhe+, which 
am typically 4.0-45 biiion y e m  old. 

The shergotrirts, however, have been 
assigned a variety of igneous aystaNzp- 
t i o n n g e s ~ ~ ~ 4 5 b i i n y e a r s  
to 350 minim ycus. I t  will be atgued that 
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the University of Kentucky in 1978, 
aodMS.endh.D.@ingsocbcm- 
Lstry fmm the California lnstinuc of 
'ILchaologyin 197Sand 198l.Aflerpoat- 
do*onlenddassodampoeir im 
with the University of Arieooa, be joined 
buNWAJohwonSpaceCmtaaast& 
scientist in 1987. His m e m h  interesrs 
include c- planetology, I& geo- 
chemical evolution of Mus, early histay 
ofbu~M~~llsystem,meteorits(rmd 
the dgin of the solar system. and ex@- 
4 hrre element geochcmistly. 

Chehmsll'6 Nole 
llra public intenst in 
Mars may have waned 
fiom the pasc summer's 
euphoria related to 
the Pathfinder and 
Sojourner M ~ B  mis- 
siw. That gives us a 
cbance to have m of 
NASA's pn-sminent 
scicntists speak to us 
about Martian geology. 
How do %&mists 
know hat these mete- 
orires have fallen on 
JhIb alter original- 
ing from Mm?This 
dimvrmeetingwillk 
en Dppommity to sbam 
ywr views with ahrs 
coacaaing the implica- 
tions Of the Man 
research md if a e y  
represent rransponal 
Marria0 alien life fams 
to Eprcb! 
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