
The Katy Prairie: past and present 

r>i .~trd ill IIIC C<~tstaI Prairie region of Tcuas and Louisi.~~~a, 

Ll l l c l ~  - i c  nnr\dcrcd to be a southern cxtcnsiun 01' thc tall- 

g r m  !rile pr.~irw. i s  the relatively .;ni;tll and locally namcd Katy 

I'rairic. I t  w.,\ ~>ric inal ly about 500,000 to 750.000 acres i n  

rxtrnd. IJurrwlla only al,out 200,11110 .ten.\ are left undcvclopcd. 

The <urt,ll I'rxirie rcsion, i n  general, and the Katy Prairie 

qwciti~ally. i .I rlivtrcc mowic o f  cnlcrgent wetlands. upland 

~rassl.~nds. and r i p r i m  hanlrmods. 'livo unique soil t'caturcs arc 

f w n d  cm tllr katy I'r.tirie. Thrse .ire mima mounds. .isociatc<i 

w i ~ h  sqndy r~,il\ fcwnd inland. m d  pilgai, which :Ire a..;ocintetl 

wi th thc ~ 1 . k ~  u r i l . ;  tow.~rd the coast. Ruth 111 thcrc ic;~tures 

contribute 118 the rliwrzity o f  the repinn hy providing topgraph- 

ic relict' in ;t rclntivclv hw-relief landscape. I n  many owes, an de- 

vation;~l gr.,cllmt ,,i only a few inches wi l l  pruducc n plant 

conintunity 4l i i t  irorn wetland dominants I<J purely upland 

p h t  spmic\. 

rrwn a natural to an artifici.11 sptcm has actudly contributed lo 

an increase i n  the diversity and numhers of watcrlowl hund  on 

the Katy 1'rairie.The Katy Prairie is home to an cs~imated 350 
400 species of rcridcnt and niigratory birdi, along with I It) 

species of mammals, rcptilrs, and amphihians. 

(itrrcntly !he rcrnaininp Katy IJr.lirie is under Iron!: develop- 
mrnt prcssurr. llouston is <spandins wrrtward and dcvclop- 

mcnl  i s  incvi~nhle. Tile Katy 1'r:tirie Canscrvancy lhupcs KI 

acquire and protect irom development 30.000 to 50,OtlO . x r o  

through the purchase of property ;tnd the uw of conwrv.~tiun 

eascnimts. Prnprrty owncd and nunagcd hy thc (:onwrr.~nir. 

wil l  hc maintainrd to reprcvnt thediversity of ow<, currcnt .Is 

well as historical, fqbund on the Katy Prairie. hct iv~t ie< wi l l  

include fa. rming, cattle grxing, werland restor:ttion throuph 

mitigation projccf, and prairir restoration. I t  i s  the goal (11 
thc Katy Prairiu Conscrv:tncy to protect :tnd ultim.ttely 

provide i~cccss t o  an important li istorical, cult1tr31. and 

natural r~sourre. 0 
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