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Energy is essential to life. Low cost and abundant supplies of

energy contribute to a country’s standard of living and 

economic well being. The history of energy use in any country is

one of diversity and transformation. The

progression in the United States has seen

various energy sources replaced or supple-

mented by other more efficient energy

sources over time. Muscle power, fuel-

wood, wind and waterpower were the pri-

mary sources in our independence year,

1776. Fuel shortages, economic forces and

westward expansion encouraged and led

to finding other sources of energy such 

as coals. Petroleum got its start as an 

illuminant and became a premier fuel with

the advent of gas and diesel engines.

Nationwide electrification created demand

for coal and petroleum-fired generation.

Demand for natural gas increased as it replaced coal in house-

hold ranges and furnaces. Environmental issues surrounding

power plants have put natural gas into a prominent role today.

Most the energy in the United States today still comes from coal,

natural gas, and crude oil (the fossil fuels). The demand for energy

in the future coupled with environmental forces will continue

the evolution in energy sources. Diversity and transformation

will without a doubt continue.

Energy is consumed in four broad sectors: residential,

commercial, industrial and transportation. Demand is increasing

from all these sectors. Many energy sources, including petroleum,

nuclear energy, coal, hydroelectricity and renewable supplies

such as wind and solar energy will contribute to future supplies.

The natural gas industry will likely meet a large part of this

demand. A few of the challenges facing the industry include the

following: surviving in an evolving and volatile marketplace,

sustaining science and technology progress, solving the “permis-

sion to do business” issues (e.g., surface land use conflicts,

increasing legal and regulatory requirements, land access, etc.),

environmentally responsible development,

and human resource shortages. Meeting

these challenges will require human inge-

nuity and cooperation amongst competing

forces in a dynamic marketplace. ■
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Meeting the Energy Challenges

Wednesday, May 26, 2004
Petroleum Club  •  800 Bell (downtown)
Social 11:15 a.m., Lunch 11:45 a.m.

Cost: $28 Preregistered members; $33 Nonmembers & Walk-ups

Make your reservations now on-line through the HGS website at
www.hgs.org; or, by calling 713-463-9476 or by e-mail to
Joan@hgs.org (include your name, email address, meeting you are
attending, phone number and membership ID#).
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