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In an area centering in Ft. Worth, Texas, measuring only 100

miles long and about 50 miles wide, is one of the great resource

plays in the world. The Mississippian Barnett Shale occurs at

depths ranging from less than 5,000 ft to almost 9,000 ft in this

part of the Ft. Worth Basin. Producing over 1 BCFGPD from

approximately 4,000 wells, the play produces about 50% of all 

U.S. shale gas from about 10% of all U.S. shale gas wells.

The Barnett Shale play took 20 years to develop. It owes its 

economic success to the persistence of Mitchell Energy (which

was acquired by Devon in 2002) and the utilization of DOE dollars.

This talk will review the general economic history of the Barnett

Shale play and chronicle specific exploration approaches. Key

ingredients for success are compiled, and the sometimes painful

and difficult learning curve in the Barnett Shale play’s develop-

ment will be illustrated. ■
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HGS General 
Luncheon Meeting 

Barnett Shale Play: Big and Getting Bigger

Wednesday, May 25, 2005
Petroleum Club  •  800 Bell (downtown)
Social 11:15 a.m., Lunch 11:45 a.m.

Cost: $30 with advance reservations, $35 for walk-ins, space available
($15 for Emeritus and Honorary).

The HGS prefers that you make your reservations on-line through the HGS
website at www.hgs.org. If you have no Internet access, you can e-mail 
reservations@hgs.org, or call the office at 713-463-9476 (include your name,
e-mail address, meeting you are attending, phone number and membership ID#).

by Pat Gratton
AAPG President

Effective March 30th, the price of the HGS General Luncheon increased to $30 and $35 
($15 for Emeritus and Honorary).
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NEW COMPREHENSIVE GULF BASIN
DEPOSYSTEM PROJECT

wDeposystem maps of 60 sequences 
        from Jurassic to Recent for the 
            entire Gulf Basin.

by Richard H. Fillon, PhD. in 
association with Paleo-Data, Inc.

wAge database of over 200,000 wells from
        Onshore LA, TX, AL, MS, FL, and 
            Offshore GOM  evaluated and 
               integrated in a unified framework.
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