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SIPES  
Luncheon Meeting 

Thursday, April 17, 2008
Petroleum Club  •  800 Bell (downtown)
Social 11:15 a.m., Lunch 11:45 a.m.

To attend this meeting you can register online at www.sipes-houston.org, call
(713 651-1639), fax (713 951-9659), e-mail (bkspee@aol.com), or mail your
reservation to Mrs. B.K. Buongiorno (1001 McKinney, Suite 801, Houston, TX
77002) by Tuesday April 15, 2008. Payment is required by regular mail or pay at
the door with check or cash. Members and Affiliates who register by that date pay
$30. The cost is $35 for guests and new registrations at the door.
No-shows will be billed.

by Gary Griffith
El Paso

Case History: Minden Field Redevelopment

Minden Field is located in Rusk County, Texas, on the west

flank of the Sabine Uplift. Historic pro-

duction has been predominantly from the

Rodessa, Pettet and Hosston Formations.

Escalating gas prices and new fracture technology

have recently made the Cotton Valley Sands eco-

nomically viable. In 2005 El Paso purchased

properties in Minden Field. This allowed El Paso

to re-enter East Texas with a low risk/low cost

development program targeting Cotton Valley Sands. Since tak-

ing over operations, El Paso was presented with a series of chal-

lenges which had to be worked through to make Minden Field a

successful acquisition. These challenges include regulatory issues,

keeping ahead of an aggressive 3-rig program, unexpected loss of

rigs and increase in development costs. ■

Biographic Sketch
GARY GRIFFITH gradu-

ated from Wichita

State University with a

BS and MS in geology.

He has 30 years of

prospecting experi-

ence with various

companies, including

Texas Oil and Gas, Marathon Oil

Company, Sonat and El Paso. He is currently a Senior Staff

Geologist with El Paso Exploration and Production working in

the ArkLaTex and MAFla areas.

Since taking over

operations, El Paso

was presented with a

series of challenges


