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Dinner Meeting

Westchase Hilton * 9999 Westheimer
Social Hour 5:30—6:30 p.m.
Dinner 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Cost: $45 Preregistered members; $50 non-members/walk-ups

To guarantee a seat, pre-register on the HGS website & pre-pay by credit card.

Pre-registration without payment will not be accepted.
Walk-ups may pay at the door if extra seats are available.

Mexico’s Challenge

Colin Stabler

to Explorationists

colinstabler@yahoo.com.mx
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water is devoid of salt in Mexico, with
all the ramifications that implies.
Finally the Tertiary clastic reservoirs
are of significantly poorer quality
than in the US Gulf of Mexico.

On the other hand, Mexico has plays that do not work in the
US Gulf Coast. The very prolific thrust-faulted, thick Mesozoic
carbonates that have been intensely fractured have few if any
analogs elsewhere in the world. Other plays, such as pre-salt, sub-
thrust, and Lower Jurassic have been discovered but have not yet
turned out to be very prolific or economic.

Why these differences and changes? As you might expect, the
root cause is plate tectonics. I will outline the Jurassic to Cenozoic
plate tectonic history of Mexico with which to explain the
different petroleum systems. I hope this will help prepare you for
the challenge of exploring for new targets.
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Biographical Sketch

CoLIN STABLER is a consulting petroleum
geologist retired from Shell in Mexico
City. He has worked Mexican subsurface
geology since 1966, first as part of a British
consulting group and more recently as
Shell’s E&P representative. Presently
he is involved in evaluating exploration
opportunities in Mexico and is a member

of HGS, AAPG and the Mexican Society of
Petroleum Geologists.
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