
This was one of the messages from Kenneth Peter’s remarks on 
receiving the AAPG Sidney Powers Memorial Award at the 

recent AAPG Annual Meeting in San Antonio. It was clear that 
he lived this message, as part of a well-rounded life. I hope we all 
can do this as well. Most of us have work with colleagues who 
could not wait to leave the office, and were only there for lifestyle 
maintenance. Or others who always seemed to be working, 
without interests away from the job. Neither is ideal, and balance 
is critical.

A few months ago, I mentioned that all the presentations at the 
CERAWeek in Houston in March were going to be online. They 
may be found at: https://ceraweek.com/video-gallery.html. There 
are quite a few, but one I enjoyed in person was Ray Hunt and his 
son Hunter discussing Hunt Petroleum and their business (see: 
https://ondemand.ceraweek.com/detail/video/6014174913001/
ray-and-hunter-hunt-with-dan-yergin:-a-father-and-son-dialogu
e?autoStart=true&q=hunt). Another inspirational video interview 
was with a mentor of mine, Marlan Downey. In the past it has 
been on the Roxanna website.

I mentioned both of these as suitable modern archive examples 
at the meeting of the History of Petroleum SIG last week at the 
AAPG Annual Meeting in San Antonio. We were discussing how 
to capture the information and wisdom of colleagues, since we 
geologists are not a written culture. Jeff Lund and I contributed 
“Lessons from a Career” a few times over the past year. I’m 
sure future Bulletin editors will appreciate any contributions 
documenting our careers, adventures, and accomplishments.

I hope you have enjoyed the Bulletin this past year. A few new 
things were tried, and no one complained, so I’ll take that as 
positive. Fang Lin will be the Editor next year, and will appreciate 
technical article contributions, cover photos and ideas on how to 
make the Bulletin better for our readership. The group of local 
societies that have any sort of monthly bulletin or newsletter is 
declining, and HGS should retain its leadership as we close out 
our first century. Ever onward. n

And volunteer for something this month.

From the 
EditorJim Tucker 

editor.hgs@hgs.org
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“Live for the Science, not for the Weekend.”

2019 HGS Guest Night
La Brea del Sul: An Extraordinary Paleontological 

Quest and Discovery of Ice Age Fossils in  
Tar Pits of Venezuela.

Our featured speaker for the 2019 HGS Guest 
Night will be John M. Moody, currently 

employed at Grayson College in his hometown 
of Denison, Texas.

In October of 1990, John Moody, then working 
as a petroleum geologist in Maracaibo, 
Venezuela, began serving as the Curator of the 
Paleontology Section of the Biology Museum at 
the University of Zulia (MBLUZ), a position that 
he held until May of 2001. During this period, 
he led a small group of students to explore new 
or poorly known fossil localities in western 
Venezuela. Discoveries that have come as a direct 
result of Moody’s work include Devonian plants, 
trilobites, Jurassic dinosaurs, Cretaceous fish and 
reptiles, and Pleistocene mammals. Many of his 
discoveries eventually involved international researchers.

Of special interest, John conducted the first explorations of 
Venezuela’s numerous and large surficial tar deposits (“menes”) for 

fossils of the sort made famous by the La Brea 
Tar Pits in Los Angeles, California. Succeeding 
in that effort, he became the first person to 
recognize extinct species in a Venezuelan 
tar pit. Those demonstrated the existence 
of a world-class opportunity to study the 
paleontological and paleoenvironmental record 
of the Neotropics. His work has led to numerous 
scientific publications and the establishment of 
the now-inactive Foundation for Quaternary 
Paleontology of Venezuela.

In his talk, John will describe tar pit paleontology 
in general, the inspirations for his search, the 
challenges presented by unfunded field work 
in remote areas of Venezuela, and the thrill of 
discovery when a turn of a shovel first revealed 

the jaw of a juvenile giant ground sloth. n
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