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The Mingan Islands extend for 
about 85 km along the north coast 
of the Gulf of St. Lawrence cen
tred off the town of Harve St. 
Pierre. The archipelago comprises 
approximately twenty islands and 
they expose pri;ncipally flat lying 
Ordovician strata of the northern 
margin of the Anticosti Basin. 
Twenty sections were measured and 
255 samples were collected for 
conodonts; 85% of the samples were 
productive, yielding almost 13, 000 
specimens. The Romaine Formation 
(60m) rests unconformably on Gren
villian basement with a basal 
sandstone. The formation is pre
dominantly composed of thin to 
medium bedded laminated or mottled 
dololutite and dolosiltite, with 
thick units of massive, porous 
dolarenite. The basal sandstone 
has yielded elements of conodont 
Fauna D, and abundant drepanodan 
and scolopodan elements are pre
sent in the overlying part of the 
formation. The fauna includes: 
"Scolopodus" quadraplicatus, "B." 
gracilis and "Drepanodus" paral
lelus as well as specimens refer
rable to "Acodus ", Juanognat hus 
and Ulrichodina. As little as 15m 
above the base of the formation 
Oepilodus communis and other ele
ments characteristic of Fauna E 
appear, indicating that much.of 
the Romaine Fm. is of late Canadian 
age. At two localities an anorna-

lous limestone occurs at the top 
of the formation. The limestone 
has yielded conodonts of probable 
Whiterockian age, including Ois
todus cf. 0. multicorrugatus and 
Plectodina n. sp. A. This is the 
first report of Whiterockian faunas 
from the Mingan Islands. 

The succeeding Mingan Formation 
(45 m) disconformably overlies 
the Romaine Fm. and comprises a 
basal elastic unit characterized 
by clean quartz sandstone, green 
shale and minor siltstone. This 
is overlain by a variety of lime
stones including bioclastic cal
carenite, calcisiltite and litho
graphic limestone which are all 
lateral facies equivalents. The 
basal sandstone has yielded Phra
gmodus flexuosus indicative of a 
Chazyan age. The faunas of the 
Mingan Fm. is essentially the same 
throughout the unit and the most 
common species are: Panderodus cf. 
P. gracilis, and other species of 
Panderodus, Phragmodus flexuosus, 
Plectodina n. sp. B, Belodina cf. 
B. monitorensis, Be lode l la nevaden
sis and several fibrous conodonts, 
especially representatives of 
Erismodus and Ptiloconus. At the 
top of the formation elements of 
the Polyplacognathus friendsvil
lensis-P. sweeti transition occur 
suggesting a mid to lat~ Chazyan 
upper age for the formation. 
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