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Coalbed methane - a new energy source for Nova Scotia? 
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Coalbed methane, or more properly "coal gas" as it is ref
erenced under the legislation which governs its activity, may 
finally have its day as a new resource for the province of Nova 
Scotia. Recent initiatives by both the government and the pri
vate sector have set the stage for current and future develop
ment activities for this clean energy resource. 

Ever since commercial coal mining began in this province 
in 1720, coalbed methane has long been the bane of coal min
ers. Fire damp or "that damn gas" has plagued mining efforts 
for centuries. Driven by a need for mining safety and the real
ization that the methane could be a readily available cheap en
ergy source, technology and techniques have evolved after some 
15 years of development activity principally in the United States. 

Response to provincial government requests for proposals 
has resulted in two of the three major coal basins of the prov
ince being held by industry for exploratory and development 
work. Private sector drilling this past year and work planned 
for next several years will continue the evaluation efforts. The 
government has funded several research projects aimed at en
hancing the understanding and improving the data base for 
coalbed methane efforts. The federal government as well has 
undertaken studies relating to the methane potential of the re
gion. In a province where some 67% of its energy needs are 
meet by imported foreign crude oil, development of an indig
enous source of clean burning fuel such as methane would be a 
benefit to all. 
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