
ATLANTIC GEOLOGY 87 

EarthNet: A virtual resource centre for Canadian earth science educators 
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EarthNet (http://agcwww.bio.ns.ca I schools I esrc I esr
home.html) provides Canadian educators with a virtual 
resource centre of information to help in the teaching of earth 
science. Recent website developments, made possible by 
funding received from the Geoscience Knowledge Network 
initiative of the Geological Survey of Canada, include: 
Classroom Activities that teachers can download for no cost; 
an illustrated Glossary of Terms; a Calendar of Events that 
informs users of events in their part of Canada; Geology in the 
Classroom, a Q&A section where previously answered 
questions are also posted; Earth Science Site of the Week 
where a new science site is featured every week; and a section 
of Jinks to other earth science sites. The searchable database of 
teaching resources, the initial segment of EarthNet, forms the 
foundation of the website. 

To ensure that educators are accessing current and 
complete information, the EarthNet development group is 
constantly collecting resources, activities, events, images, and 
text from contributors across Canada. Initially, this volunteer 
group comprised members of the Canadian Geoscience 
Education Network (CGEN) and the Education Committee of 

the Atlantic Geoscience Society. Over the last year, the group 
has grown to include many others throughout Canada 
interested in ensuring the success of EarthNet. Education 
outreach representatives at museums, science centres, EdGEO 
workshops, and provincial surveys across Canada have also 
assisted with development by providing resources, activities, 
images and text, and by promoting EarthNet to educators and 
scientists in their area. 

Recent presentations at teacher conferences in Nova 
Scotia and Ontario were well-received. Most teachers were 
familiar with the WWW as a reference tool and were eager to 
obtain information useful in the classroom. Also, talks at 
science meetings were met with enthusiastic interest from the 
national and international science community. A number of 
Canadian science association and agencies (i.e. CGC, CGF, 
GAC, CSPG, AGS), along with the GSC, have financially 
supported EarthNet. The hope is that this support will 
continue, and hopefully improve, considering the increasing 
demand from the education sector for science resources. 
CGEN considers EarthNet to be one of its priority activities. 

Future expansion of the site includes a section, Exploring 
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the Dynamic Earth, that will concentrate on earth science 
topics or themes. Animation and video will supplement 
illustrations, photos, and text. This style of presentation of 
infonnation is effective in explaining principles. In addition, a 
Teachers Online Forum will allow educators to share and 
discuss ideas and experiences. 

Those involved in the creation of EarthNet hope that the 
website wilJ become Canada's gateway to earth science 
infonnation for teachers, students, the general public, and the 
scientific community involved in education outreach. 




