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Will the year 2000 mark the end of an era ... for EdGEO workshops? 
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Since 1994, the Nova Scotia EdGEO Workshop 
Committee of the AGS Education Committee has been hosting 
workshops for science teachers from all regions of the 
province. The program has been an overwhelming success 
with most workshops overbooked and all participants 
providing positive and encouraging comments to the 
organizers. But the Committee needs to decide whether these 
workshops should continue after the year 2000. If you asked 
any one of the over I 00 teacher participants, the answer would 
be a resounding "yes". During the feedback session following 
each workshop, the participants express their absolute need for 
workshops on earth science topics. The mix of classroom 
hands-on activities and field trip gives them the unique 
opponunity to apply basic principles to their local geological 
environments. The resources and contacts obtained during the 
two days prove to be invaluable to the science teacher who can 
have little or no background in earth science. So, the teachers 
want the workshops to continue. What do the organizers 
think? The first few years were a struggle convincing the 

corporate education sector that the workshops were worth 
supporting. But a grant in 1998 from the Nova Scotia 
Department of Education and Culture with the Nova Scotia 
Association of Science Teachers (a group that fully supported 
the workshops from the start) convinced the organizers that 
they were making headway. And certainly the outreach 
component of the science comrnunity strongly supports the 
existence of these workshops. So, it would seem that the 
program fulfils a need and this need is realized by the 
communities involved. It is likely the program will continue 
past the year 2000. However, to maintain the positive 
momentum, the organizers believe there is a need to revitalize 
the format. One possibility is a change in the theme to specific 
earth science topics. (The teachers support this concept). 
Perhaps, the Committee needs an infusion of "fresh blood", 
meaning some new faces. The year 2000 will mark a change 
in the EdGEO program • but a change that we hope will 
ensure the continuing of a success story. 
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