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As we look forward to the year 2001 hurricane season: remembering the Saxby Gale of 1869 

Alan Ruffman 
Geomarine Associates Limited, 5112 Prince Street, P.O. Box 41, Station M, Halifax, NS B3J 2L4 

June - too soon; 
July - stand by; 
August - look out you must; 
September - remember; 
October - all over. 

Mariner's poem cited in R. Inwards, 
Weather Lore (London 1898), p. 86 

As anyone knows who has read Sebastian Junger's The 
Perfect Storm, which portrayed the Halloween Storm of I 991, it 
ain't necessarily 'all over' in October. The late October 
hurricane of I 99 I, and Hurricane Hazel which struck the 
Toronto area with such tragic consequences, are both now 
believed to be tropical cyclones which, instead of downgrading 
as they left the energy-giving warmth of the Gulf Stream and 
came over colder coastal waters, or land, lived to blow another 
gale. It is thought that these rare, but potentially catastrophic 
storms, went through an extratropical transition and combined 
with continental baroclinic systems to become much more 
deadly storms. 

The Saxby Gale of October 4-5, I 869 is also thought to be 

one of these rare events. It was born in the Caribbean, passed up 
the U.S. coast some distance offshore, then came ashore in the 
Maine-New Brunswick border area on the evening of October 
4th. The winds on the right-hand side of the anticlockwise 
rotational storm combined with the forward velocity of the storm 
to blow straight up to the head of the Bay of Fundy that night. 
The resultant serious storm surge in the Minas Basin and Bay of 
Chignecto rose right at the top of a very high perigean (or 
'spring') astronomic tide. As a result, the storm surge rose to 
record levels that may not have been exceeded in historic time. 

A comprehensive examination of this storm by the author 
has raised the death toll to over I 00, with many deaths from 
flooding on the left side of the track. The hurricane winds did 
structural damage to buildings in the U.S.A.--Canada border area, 
and there was serious forest blowdown that created a forest fire 
hazard for the next few years. The storm surge rose over every 
dyke in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick on the Bay of Fundy, 
isolated the Minudie Peninsula as an island for a period of time, 
and took out the bridge between Moncton and Riverview on the 
Petitcodiac River in New Brunswick. 
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