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After a 14 year hiatus, drilling resumed on the southern 
Grand Banks of Newfoundland with the spudding of the Bandol 
No.1 well in the summer of 2001. This test, although now aban-
doned, is signifi cant because it shows that there are still industry 
expectations that this area will deliver a commercial petroleum 
discovery. More importantly, this well represents a break from 
previous southern Grand Bank exploration strategies that have 
focused largely on salt structures as locales for potential hydro-
carbon traps. This approach started in 1966 with the Tors Cove 
D-52 test, 315 km to the southeast and ended by 1974 with 24 
wells drilled in the South Whale Subbasin and Whale Basin. One 
additional test, Narwhal F-99, was drilled in deeper water on the 
continental slope in 1987. While the prospectivity of the Mesozoic 
section as a potential reservoir was established, only a minor gas 
show at Tors Cove and a small oil show from the adjacent Heron 
H-73 were encountered. With only this very limited past drilling 
in such a large region lying between the huge fi nds in the Scotian 
and Jeanne d’Arc basins there remains the tantalizing prospect of 
a future discovery.

This presentation will show the seismic expression of the drill-
ing target compared to previous exploratory targets in the area. 
The structural feature tested by this well was previously noted in 
1992 on seismic data acquired for the Geological Survey of Canada 
(GSC). The seismic interpretation here can be shown to be similar 
to the known geology of the easternmost Scotian Basin and is tied 
through to wells there and in the South Whale Subbasin. The well 
to seismic correlation was done with Hampson Russell’s STRATA 
seismic inversion software, which provided a wavelet extraction 
from the seismic and sonic log data for precise well ties. The 
STRATA software also enabled a seismic inversion that gave some 
insights into the nature of the probable geology encountered in 
this yet unreleased well.
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