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Communicating the natural and cultural history 
of the Joggins Fossil Cliffs: A demonstration of 

innovation and collaboration.
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Paleontology is highly relevant to the modern and future 
world as this discipline can provide the public with an un-
derstanding of the depth of earth history and an ethic that 
includes, at its core, long-term stewardship for planetary 
wellness. Specifically, the grand exposure of the Joggins Fossil 
Cliffs offers an opportunity for the public to understand the 
Carboniferous Period of the Earth’s history where a significant 
evolutionary milestone is recorded. The Cumberland Regional 
Economic Development Association and three levels of govern-
ment have collaborated to establish the Joggins Fossil Institute 
to present, promote and manage the Fossil Cliffs through a state 
of the art research and interpretive centre. The Joggins Fossil 
Institute has addressed challenges in communicating volumes 
of often complex scientific knowledge to varied audiences in a 
short period of time. In collaboration with various stakehold-
ers and concurrent with an application for UNESCO world 
heritage site designation, interpretive planning and design was 
conducted to define the approach to telling the story of the 
natural and cultural history at Joggins. Interpretive planning 
promoted free choice learning through varied delivery mecha-
nisms. As a result, audiences are not alienated as underlying 
evidence is presented in many ways and support individuals in 
developing their own conclusions. The Institute has developed 
educational materials that permit the teaching of science in a 
way that prepares lay people to not only understand geology 
but to also approach it critically. Ongoing research at the new 
Joggins Fossil Centre further supports visitors in appreciating 
the degree of uncertainty in Paleontology and engages those 
visitors in scientific methodology. Through integrating archi-
tectural and interpretive design processes, natural and cultural 
history is conveyed formally and informally. Scientists, edu-
cators, designers, and lay people provided validation of the 
messaging and approach in communicating the significance 
of the Joggins Fossil Cliffs in innovative, engaging and even 
fun ways.
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