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The province of Newfoundland and Labrador lays claim to 
an offshore area of petroleum potential in excess of 800,000 
square kilometers (80 million hectares) and an additional 
20,000 square kilometers (2,000,000 hectares) of prospec-
tivity within the onshore basins of western Newfoundland. 
Currently, less than 10% of this entire acreage is held under 
exploration licence (offshore) or permit (onshore) by explo-
ration companies. The offshore sector is administered by a 
joint federal-provincial board, the Canada-Newfoundland 
and Labrador Offshore Petroleum Board (C-NLOPB), while 
onshore activity is regulated by the provincial Department of 
Natural Resources (Energy Branch), Petroleum Development 
Division. Both entities maintain extensive geoscience data files 
and core repositories which are available for access by the gen-
eral public.

In early 2009 the province reached a significant mile-
stone, having produced the first 1 billion barrels of oil from 
the Hibernia, Terra Nova, and White Rose fields. In addition 
to this production milestone, offshore exploration wells were 
drilled in the Flemish Pass basin (StatoilHydro et al. Mizzen 
0-16) and Jeanne d’Arc basin (Petro Canada et al. Ballicatters 
M-96). Exploration results for both wells remain confidential 
until 2011, although speculation abounds with respect to the 
Mizzen well after StatoilHydro applied to the C-NLOPB for 
a Significant Discovery Licence (SDL). Offshore exploration 
activity should increase in 2010, with drilling currently un-
derway by ConocoPhillips et al. in the Laurentain basin (East 
Wolverine G-37) and announcements by Chevron et al. to drill 
the Lona 0-55 well in the Orphan basin and Husky Energy and 
partners gearing up to commence the Glenwood H-69 well 
north of the White Rose field in the Jeanne d’Arc basin. In ad-
dition to current and proposed drilling, offshore 2D, 3D and 
geohazard seismic surveys are slated for the Labrador shelf 
(by Husky Energy, Investcan Energy and Chevron Canada 
Resources), Sydney basin (Husky Energy) and Laurentian basin 
(ConocoPhillips). The NL09-01 (Jeanne d’Arc basin), NL09-02 
(Laurentian basin) and NL09-03 (Gulf of St. Lawrence) Call for 
Bids resulted in a total work commitment of $47,000,211. On 
the development side, Hebron partners are predicting first oil 
by 2017 and oil should be flowing from the North Amethyst 
field (Husky Energy) and Hibernia South Extension, AA block 
(HMDC) by mid 2010.

For onshore western Newfoundland Vulcan Minerals and 
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partner Investcan Canada Ltd. were the most active opera-
tors in 2009, drilling two shallow stratigraphic holes into oil 
bearing conglomerates (Fischell’s Brook Member, Spout Falls 
Formation) at Flat Bay in the Bay St. George basin to determine 
fracture orientations in preparation for a frac/stimulation pro-
gram. They also completed two wells (Robinsons #1 and Red 
Brook #2) around the southern periphery of the Flat Bay anti-
cline and upon completion, Vulcan announced that significant 
gas shows had been achieved during drill stem testing at Red 
Brook #2. On the Port au Port Peninsula PDI Production Inc. 
continued with their testing program at Garden Hill and plan 
to conduct a foam acid frac/stimulation program sometime 
in 2010. Also in 2010, Nalcor Energy is planning a three well 
drilling program at Parson’s Pond, the first of which, Seamus 
#1 has been spudded. Further to the east Deer Lake Oil and 
Gas have targeted a shale gas play in the Deer Lake basin and 
have just commenced their Werner Hatch #1 well to evaluate 
this unconventional resource. Elsewhere in the region, Shoal 
Point Energy and partners continue to examine a shale oil play 
under Port au Port Bay.

 

 
 




