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Nalcor Energy Oil and Gas Inc., the crown corporation 
of the province of Newfoundland and Labrador, was created 
in 2007 and holds equity stakes in the Hibernia Southern 
Extension and White Rose Growth Lands offshore oil field 
developments and in the Hebron Project. The exploration 
strategy is to improve our understanding of the petroleum 
systems of the frontier areas to lower exploration risk in these 
under explored basins. The goal is to enhance exploration 
activity and to attract new companies to the region.

Nalcor has partnered with oil and gas service providers 
for regional studies of oil seeps, seabed cores, gravity 
and magnetics and plate reconstruction. In 2010, Nalcor 
invested and partnered in a large scale TGS-PGS regional 
spec seismic survey off Labrador. This survey consisted of 
22 000 km of long-offset, broadband GeoStreamer 2D data 
that extended into the deep water well beyond the slope. 
Over 70% of the survey area had never been imaged by 
any seismic data before. In 2011, a further 20 000 km was 
approved to cover the Orphan Basin, Flemish Pass Basin 
and areas off the Flemish Cap and Carson Basin. The new 
data from these studies are transforming our understanding 
of the frontier regions with new basins and plays emerging 
from the datasets.

Nalcor will continue to improve our knowledge of 
our petroleum systems in 2013 with new geopressure 
and rock physics studies, interpretation and analyses of 
the new data, and integration and review of existing data, 
Nalcor will also continue research and development with 
partners at Memorial University and Dalhousie University 
and with overseas partners in NAPSA and GEUS. The 
petroleum resource potential of the frontier regions of 
Atlantic Canada are looking ever brighter as Nalcor sheds 
new insight on the petroleum systems with investments and 
participation in data acquisitions, geoscience studies, and 
R&D collaboration.
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