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Recognition of geoheritage: a vital bridge between geosci-
entists and the public
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The formal recognition of geoheritage, while 
superficially a ‘feel good’ project, and practically a path to 
geotourism opportunities, is much, much more. It is the 
path by which we can bridge the deep chasm that separates 
the knowledge possessed by geoscientists from the more 
than 6 billion non-geoscientists on Earth. The spectrum of 
geoheritage recognition ranges from modest to ambitious, 
but to reach its full potential, it must be formalized. In 
Canada, although protection is afforded some geological sites 
(mostly paleontological), Quebec is the only jurisdiction to 
have formally recognized geoheritage in its legislation. From 
Newfoundland to the Northwest Territories, the very use 
of the term ‘geoheritage’ seems to have the effect of having 
people reflect on an important message: that we share a 
common history on Earth, and perhaps most importantly, 
that we also face a shared and uncertain future that presents 
humanity with very real challenges. A simple rubric for 
recognizing geoheritage is being tested in Nova Scotia with 
the goal of being universally applicable in any jurisdiction or 
region. The rubric being used can be readily implemented 
by drawing on the knowledge of regional geoscientists, and 
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contrasts with onerous systems such as that attempted in 
Ireland, which have stalled under their own inertia. The list 
and its logic will be critically evaluated in an open session at 
the Atlantic Geoscience Society Colloquium.




