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When Champlain landed at Quaco Head on June 20th 1604, it was the first recorded landing of any European in what is recognized today as 

the Fundy Biosphere Reserve (FBR) in New Brunswick, Canada. Describing how Champlain’s maps and accounts help define this Biosphere 

Reserve tells us something about how UNESCO's MAB (Man and the Biosphere) program differs from UNESCO’s World Heritage Sites and 

other programs of international significance, like the Global GeoPark Network. But it can also lead us to appreciate ways in which 

Stonehammer and the FBR can, and should, collaborate in our highlighting the promontory near St. Martin’s that we happen to share – Quaco 

Head.  

Champlain not only landed at Quaco, seeking valuable ore and minerals, he coasted the FBR, named several features, and recorded Mi’kmaq 

testimony that the Memramcook and Missaguash rivers were traditional means of travelling across to the Gulf. These features on his, the first 

detailed maps of this area, delineate the outer perimeter of the Fundy Biosphere Reserve. No one of these features, by itself, matches the 

“world heritage” significance of the Joggins Cliffs. And while Stonehammer lists St. Martin’s and the Quaco formation as one of their 12 

geosites, what can be seen there are not remnants of Champlain’s landing. They left little trace on the landscape. Despite Champlain’s legacy 

being so intangible, however, it helps us define a seam of cultural heritage that runs rich and deep.  

The MAB program faces the inherently difficult challenge of bringing out such intangibles. They help us map out those human values worth 

sustaining, especially when imbedded in a landscape which has fostered them and from which they cannot easily be extracted. Such is the 

landscape delineated by Champlain. A line drawn round the river systems he first recorded, from the dyked lands of the Tantramar, reaching 

around the Petitcodiac to the highlands which stretch to Quaco Head, includes all those watersheds which harboured native peoples, 

generations of Acadians, and the British resettlement of these same hills and valleys… including today the fastest growing communities in the 

Canadian Maritime Provinces.  
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