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Landslides are both landforms and geomorphic processes contributing to the long-term landscape evolution and one of the deadliest sources of 

natural hazard that endanger lives, property and activities. Many peoples in the world have experienced historical coexistence with landslides 

and related hazards, adapting settlement location and typology, land use and best practices. At large, local cultural identity is strongly 

influenced by this adaptation, while in a few cases landslides are expressions of both geodiversity and cultural identity. In these cases, it seems 

appropriate to refer to “moving geosites”, where academic research supported by geoparks provide insights to educational systems and 

dissemination to the public administrations, both as geodiversity functioning and effective approach to landslide risk reduction by raising public 

awareness. This was one of the focal points discussed during the 12th EGN 2013 Conference organized by the Cilento, Vallo Diano and Alburni 

Geopark. In Cilento, about 13,500 landslides have been inventoried, affecting about 300 km2 of territory and 80 municipalities. In this context, 

the aim of the CVDA Geopark is to convert some landslide areas into publicly accessible geosites, considering this as an effective way to 

strengthen general awareness and knowledge of all the possible relevant geological assets, singular geomorphological evolution and historical 

cohabitation experience: Velia-Ascea, Petrosia-Roccagloriosa, Caporra-Caselle, Civitella-Moio, S. Severino-Red Marls and S. Giovanni-Yellow 

Marls, are only a few examples of “moving geosites”. The most representative “moving geosite” in the Geopark is Roscigno, also known as “the 

walking village”. The old village, recognized as a UNESCO Heritage site, was completely abandoned since the early 20th century, due to a 

reactivated landslide, dormant since 4th century BC, when a previous reactivation affected the ancient, italic settlement located on Mt. Pruno. 

Following the 2010 partial reactivation, an experimental, interdisciplinary, integrated and inter-institutional project, named “Roscigno 

Laboratory”, is going to start, involving the Geopark as focal institutional support to the project. The latter represents the first implementation of 

the Geopark Action Plan in providing a different perception of what usually is felt as hazardous, by using geodiversity as knowledge tool in 

public awareness raising. Incoming results could be shared with other landslide-prone geoparks around the world, where similar projects could 

be an additional issue of their core mission within research, education and dissemination actions.  
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