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This paper discusses the prospects and challenges of designing holistic geoconservation schemes through geotourism, mainly through a case 

study of the Izu Peninsula Geopark in Japan. It has been variously argued that geoconservation is a ‘holistic’, ‘integrative’  and 

‘multidimensional’ conservation paradigm, and one that upholds the rights of ‘abiotic nature’. However, all these aspects must be grounded in 

the local society for the paradigm to effectively deliver, and for this, the participation and association of human actors, notably through 

geotourism is deemed highly important. It is clear that geotourism must always be careful on possible impacts on geosites and geodiversity, 

while it should also be ambitious enough to attract more visitors and expand geoheritage profiles in other ways. Two pertinent questions in this 

regard are: how to ‘monitor’ geotourism impacts on geodiversity, and what flexible or ‘adap- tive’ management framework is necessary. This 

research in the Izu Peninsula Geopark explores how existing hiking or nature trails can be integrated to provide a holistic geotourism 

experience for visitors. In this way, geoparks spread across large geologically diverse areas can utilize existing nature tourism capitals of the 

region for more efficient geotourism management and increased community involvement. In Izu Peninsula, the overall geopark theme is based 

on tectonic motion and land formation, but a diversity of landforms including submarine volcanic landforms, terrestrial and monogenetic 

volcanism and erosional activities on the crust are present. Freshwater and forest resources are also rich in the area. In the geopark, our effort 

is to integrate individual nature trails on these aspects into the overall theme, and so far the support from the local community has been 

heartening. However, a robust monitoring framework and an adaptive decision-making mechanism are needed, which we believe are not only 

issues facing our geopark but challenges for the global geoconservation movement as well.  
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