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The Milan Cathedral (Duomo), one of the largest cathedrals in the world, is not only one of the most famous Italian monuments, but it 

represents a perfect example of the strong connection between stone and human heritage. The Duomo of Milan is one of the few cases in 

which the construction material influenced not only the architecture and the building statics, but also all the ornamental part. The fascinating 

pink marble of Candoglia was the best stone for construction of the Cathedral, due both to the possibility of obtaining very fine sculptural work 

and its structural features.  

It all started in 1387 when Gian Galeazzo Visconti, the Duke of Milan, gave permission for this strong, beautiful marble to be used free of 

charge by the “Veneranda Fabbrica del Duomo”, the cathedral building committee which was set up to supervise the ambitious plan to build a 

cathedral in Milan to rival with the major cathedrals of northern Europe. From that moment on, the Candoglia quarry began to operate with one 

unique goal: build and maintain the Duomo of Milan. The marble blocks were transported from Candoglia to Milan by means of the waterways 

from the river Toce to Lake Maggiore, along the Ticino and the “Naviglio Grande” canal and then into the city docks.  

In the last seven centuries many things changed, but Candoglia quarry continues to provide the building material to maintain the extraordinary 

charm of the Duomo. The blocks are no longer transported by waterways, but the strong link between the quarry and the Cathedral is still alive. 

Visiting the quarry workshop today is possible to see, as in the medieval age, carvers reproducing perfectly the damaged blocks, spire and 

sculptures. The stone becomes culture, daily from the XIV century.  
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